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“punry-StxTH Concress, Ist Session. 
Mr. FLORENCE. The gentleman from Ken- 
tuck made his motion to reconsider, and now 
walls it up as a privile ed question; and he cannot 
be deprived of the right to be heard. ‘ 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, 
the motion to reconsider is debatable, and the gen- 
ieman from Kentucky can avail himself of that 
right, if he desires. 3 

The bill, which was read, directs the Secretary 
of the Interior to place the name of Kate D. Tey: 
lar, widow of the late Brevet Captain Oliver H. 
P. Taylor, on the pension roll, at the rate of 
thirty-five dollars per month, from the 17th of 
May, 1858, for during life or widowhood, deduct- 
ing the amount received through the office of the 
Third Auditor of the Treasury, at the rate of 
$26 66 per month, under the fifteenth section of 
the act of 16th of March, 1802. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iwould like to hear the re- 

rt read, or an explanation made of the case. 

From the report, which was read, it oe 
that the husband of the petitioner was a cadet in 
1842; brevet second lieutenant dragoons, Ist July, 
1846; brevet first lieutenant, ‘* for gallant and mer- 
itorious conduct in New Mexico,”’ 4th February, 
1847; brevetted captain, September, 1852; killed 
in conflict with an overpowering band of Indians 
in Washington Territory, 17th May, 1858. The 
petitioner has been allowed five years’ half pay 
at the rate of $26 66% per month, as a widow of 
a first lieutenant of dragoons. She now prays 
the half pay of captain of dragoons, as her late 
husband was a brevet captain, and discharging 
the duties of a full captain at the time he re- 
ceived the wound in the battle with the Indians, 
and from which he died as above stated. It ap- 
pears that in the battle of the 17th May, 1858, be- 
tween the United States forces under Colonel 
Steptoe and several tribes of Indians, and while 
Colonel Steptoe’s command was in retreat, under 
the fierce and pressing pursuit of the Indians, 
‘the difficult and dangerous duty was assigned 
toCaptain Taylor and Lieutenant Gaston of flank- 
ing the column; that in their heroic efforts thus to 
protect the main body from the swarming sav- 
ages, they both fell covered with wounds and 
honor.” It also appears that the petitioner has 
been left to support her two infant, orphan chil- 
dren, and is destitute of means for their mainte- 
nance. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 





I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from Kentucky a question to see whether I 
understand this bill. If lunderstand it, the effect 
of the bill will be to give the petitioner thirty- 
Bs dollars per month instead of twenty-six dol- 
ars’? 

Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky. Yes, sir; and 
during her widowhood instead of for five years. 

The bill was then read the third time, and passed. 
_Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; and 
a — to lay the motion to reconsider upon 

e table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate by 
Mr. Hicker, their Chief Clerk, informing the 
House that the President of the United States did, 
on the 6th instant, approve and sign an act (S. No. 
$1) for the relief of izabeth M. Cocke, widow 
of Major James H. Cocke, late marshal of the 
district of Texas; and an act (S. No. 302) in re- 

tion to the return of undelivered letters in the 
Post Office. 

Also, that the Senate did, on the 5th instant, 
ner to be printed the memorial of Duff Green, 
Crain of the Sabine and Rio Grande Railroad 

*mpany, in the State of Texas, praying such 
an enlargement of the powers and privileges of 
said ee as will enable them to extend their 
road to the Pacific at or near Mazatlan. 

Also, that the Senate had d joint resolution 
ee bills of the following titles, in which he was 
‘rected to ask the concurrence of the House: 


' use 
cot eelation Use. 15) for the relief of Lieuten- 
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boy; 

An act (No. 98) for the relief of Olivia W. Can- 
non, widow of Joseph S. Cannon, late midship- 
man in the United States Navy; 

An act (No. 119) for the relief of A. M. Mitch- 
ell, late colonel of Ohio volunteers in the Mexican 
war; 

A bill (No. 113) for the relief of Eli W. Goff; 


A bill (No. 87) for the relief of Lee Deatherage | 
and John Deatherage, or their legal representa- | 


tives; 


A bill (No. 120) for the relief of William Wal- 


lace, of Lilinois; 


A bill (No. 123) for the relief of Elizabeth 
Spear; 


A bill (No. 124) for the relief of Nancy M. | 


Gunsally; 

A,bill (C. C. No. 126) for the relief of Michael 
Nourse; 

aout (C. C. No. 127) for the relief of John 


0d0; 

A bill (C. C. No. 129) for the relief of Asbury 
Dickins; 

A bill (C. C. No. 130) for the relief of Richard 
Fitzpatrick; 

A bill (No. 134) for the relief of James Smith; 


An att (No. 51) for the relief of James Macca- 


| 





A bill (C. C. No. 135) for the relief of Corne- | 


lius Boyle, administrator of John Boyle, deceased ; 


A bill (C. C. No. 136) for the relief of Thomas | 


Fillebrown; 

A bill (No. 143) for the relief of Francis Hiitt- 
mann; 

A bill (No. 144) for the relief of Jeremiah Pen- 
dergast, of the District of Columbia; 

A bill (No. 145) for the relief of Otway H. 
Berryman; 

A bill (No. 151) for the relief of Ebenezer Ricker; 


A bill (No. 154) for the relief of Randall Pegg; | 


A bill (No. 169) for the relief of Elijah R. Mer- 
rill; 
A bill (No. 170) for the relief of H. H. Howard; 


A bill (No. 174) for the relief of William Money; | 
A bill No. 175) for the relief of George a 


A bill (No. 176) for the relief of R. W. Clarke; 

A bill (No. 177) for the relief of John R. Nourse 
and others; 

A bill (No. 182) for the relief of Nicholas Un- 
derhill; 


A bill (No. 183) for the relief of Cornelius | 


Hughes; - 
A bill (No. 184) for the relicf of Rebecca A. 
Correll; 

A bill (No. 185) for the relief of Mrs. Ann P. 


Derrick, widow of W.S. Derrick, deceased; 


A bill (No. 186) for the relief of Mills Judson, | 


surety on the official bond of the late Purser An- 
drew D. Crosby; 

A bill (No. 187) for the relief of Henry G. Car- 
son, administrator of Curtis Grubb, deceased; 

A bill (No. 189) for the relief of Franklin Peale; 

A bill (No. 191) to provide for the quieting cer- 
tain land titles in the late disputed territory in the 
State of Maine, and for other purposes; 

A bill (No. 195) for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of James Bell, deceased; 

A bill (No. 198) for the relief of F. M. Gun- 
nell, a passed assistant surgeon, United States 


Navy; 
A bin (C. C. No. 206) for the relief of Emilie G. 
Jones, executrix of Thomas P. Jones, deceased; 


A bill (C. C. No. 207) for the relief of James L. | 


Edwards, administrator of Thomas R. Gedney, 
deceased ; 

A bill (C. C. No. 209) for the relief of Thomas 
Allen; and 

A bill (C. C. No. 210) for the relief of Augus- 
tus H. Evans. 


MILES DEVINE. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I wish to enter a privileged 


motion. Yesterday I reported back from the 
Committee of Claims a bill (S. No. 99) for the 


.relief of Miles Devine, with a recommendation 


that it do not pass. It was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was laid on the table. 





ED BY JOHN C. RIVES. 








SIONAL GLOBE. 


———— 


WASHINGTON, D. 0. 








ee 





New Senies.....No, Ip. 








Before I resign the floor, I wish to suggest that 
the large number of private bills which have been 
brought in from the Senate should be taken up, 
and referred to their appropriate committees. 


DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. ELY. [ ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to effer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That all public documents of which extra cop- 
ies are ordered to be printed by.this House, previous to the 
Thirty-Fifth Congress, which have not been delivered, and 
are now in possession of the officers of this House, shall be 
equally distributed among the members thereof for distri- 
bution among their respective constituents, 


Mr. PETTIT. I move that the resolution be 


|| referred to the Joint Committee on the Library. 


Mr. FLORENCE. That is the better way to 
dispose of it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would like to know what 

documents are referred to there? Are they books, 
or are they Patent Office reports and such docu- 
ments, that are printed for distribution? What 
are they? 
Mr. BLY. In answer to the gentleman from 
Alabama I would say that I refer to the public 
docnments that were printed by order of Congress 
prior to the Thirty-Fifth Congress. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand they were printed 
prior to the Thirty-Fifth Congress; but I want 
to know what documents are intended to be in- 
cluded in this resolution ? : 

Mr. ELY. I mean all the public documents 
that are in possession of the officers of the House, 
not distributed, and that were printed prior to the 
Thirty-Fifth Congress. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Itseems tome very strange, 
Mr. Speaker, that the gentleman from New York 
cannot tell what these public documents are; and 
and I therefore object to the resolution. 

Mr. PETTIT. I desire to say to the gentleman 
from Alabama, that a reference to the report of 
the Seeretary of the Interior shows what these 
documents are. The various volumes referred to 
in the resolution are set out by catalogue in the 
report of the Secretary of the Interior. There is 
a large mass of miscellaneous matter, beginning 
with the reports and Journals of the First Con- 
gress under the Constitution, and coming down 
to the presenttime. Of some books there are but 
a few sets. Of some the sets run up toa hundred. 
With two exceptions—the works of John Adams 
and the works of Mr. Jefferson—there is nothing 
else but what I have already indicated. The 
matter has been before the Joint Committee on 
the Library during the last two Congresses. 
There is doubt, at this time, as to the construc- 
tion of the law passed by the last Congress; and 
it is the purpose of the committee to attempt to 
have the question settled by a matter of legisla- 
tion, which it will bring before the House during 
the coming week, if an opportunity be afforded. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I objected to the resolution, 
but with the explanation of the gentleman from 
Indiana, I am willing to withdraw it, and let the 
resolution go to the Joint Committee on the Li- 
brary. So far as I understand the subject, I 
believe that it is utterly impossible to make any- 
thing like a fair distribution of these books among 
the members; and it is much better for the Com- 
mittee on the Library to report some plan by 
which they may be deposited in the literary in- 
stitutions and schools of the country. 

Mr. PETTIT. The gentleman from Alabama 
is probably familiar with the act of last Congress 
on this subject. 

The resolution was referred to the Joint Com- 
mittee on the Library. 


PRINTING OF A BILL. 


Mr. GURLEY. The Committee on Printing 
have instructed me to report the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, ‘That there be printed for the use of the House, 
one thousand extra copies of the bill to provide for the set- 
tlement of the claims of officers and soldiers of the revolu- 
tionary war, and the widows and children of those who 
died in the service. 


The resolution was adopted. 
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GEORGE FISHER. 


Mr. EDWARDS. I rise toa privileged mo- 
tion. I move to reconsider the vote by which the 
Senate resolution relating to the claim of George | 
Fisher was referred toa Committee of the Whole 
House. 

The motion was entered. 


WILLIAM H. SCOTT. 


On motion of Mr. ANDERSON, of Missouri, 
the case of William H. Scott was referréd to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I move thatthe House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole House on | 
the Private Calendar. 


MEMOIR AND CHARTS OF MISSISSIPPI SOUND. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the re- 

ly of the Secretary of the Treasury to the reso- 
faiion of the House of Representatives of March 
2, 1869, calling for the memoir and charts of the 
Mississippi sound, and for information relative 
to appropriations for the naval and military de- 
fenses of the Gulf coast of Mississippi; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


PRIVATE BUSINESS. 


Mr. TAPPAN. I now insist on my motion, | 
that the House resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole ae (Mr. Brancu in | 
the chair,) and proceeded to consider the business 
on the Private Calendar. 


i joined General Scott’s division, and was engaged | 
| in the “army of invasion 


_ Orleans, bring&g up the rear guard; that in conse- 
| known as ‘chronic diarrhea,’’ while in the line 
of his duty, he was confined for several months 


| pointed assistant quartermaster March 3, 1847;and | been propounded to the committe 


| was ordered to accompany the troops stationed on 


' until 1851, when he was ordered to the a | House. 
T- ' 
| 


= == PTT 7, 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Iilinoi 2 ag 

object? oa of Minois. Why do yoy 

ir N. Because I h 

_ Mr. CRAWFORD. I will withdrae 

jection, if the gentleman from Illinois can ix oe 

good reason why I should do so. Sive any 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I ho 


*? under that officer 


during the war, after which he returned to New 





quence of having contracted in Mexico a disease || 





| in New Orleans, and that he never recovered nor } man from Illinois will be allowed oe _ 
was entirely free from said‘disease. He wasap- || The CHAIRMAN. The question oe < 


has been made. ©, and objection 

| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. | desir 
make a statement in behalf of one of our Ct to 

the Oregon route; he remained at Fort Kearny || ciates, [Mr. Wape,] who is absent from the 


subsequent to his sickness at New Orleans he was 
on duty at Jefferson barracks until 1849, when he 


|| depot, in advance of Fort Washita, west of ! Mr. TAPPAN. I objected because | want 
kansas, on upper Red river; he arrived at Pres- || get on with the business; but will withdraw . 
ton in October, 1851, and remained until the fall || objection. . my 





of 1852. He was then ordered to Austin, Texas, 1 The CHAIRMAN. 


Is there object 
where he remained until the spring of 1854, when section to the 


| gentleman from Illinois making a’ statemen; to 


| he was ordered to Indianola, Texas, totake charge || the committee? 


anny i ; 3 
| he continued on duty until his death in Novem- || there is no necessity for any statem 


object. 
Mr. MARTIN, of Ohio. I will agree to that. | 


"Phis being ‘* objection day,’ the bills to which || 


no objection was made were laid aside, to be re- 
ported to the House with a recommendation that 
they do pass. 
he committee considered the bills, &c., in their 
erder on the Calendar, commencing where they 
lefe off yesterday. 
ABRAIIAM CRUM. 

A bill (H. R. No. 313) granting a pension to 
Abraham Crum. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 

lace the name of Abraham Crum, of the State of 
Jhio, on the invalid pension roll, and pay him a 


_thony W. Bayard. 


| been here since the Twenty-Ninth Congress? 


pension, at the rate of eight dollars per month, | 


from the Ist of April.L3 58, and to continue during 
his natural life. 

It appears from the reportt hat Abraham Crum || 
enlisted as a private soldier under Lieutenant | 
Booker, in August, 1812; and was afterwards at- 
tached to the company of Captain Elliott, in the 
eighteenth regiment, commanded by Colonel Mil- 
ler; that he continued in the service, and was in 
many battles, until the 25th July, 1814, when the 


battle of Lundy’s Lane was fought. In that en- || 


gagement the memorialist acted as color guard | 


| report these bills, to report the reasons why the 
| Pension Office does not allow pensions. 


| to the bill? . 


, objecttoit. There is no satisfactory reason given. 
| We might as well throw open the Treasury at 


under General Jesup; that, while in the line of his || 


duty asa member of said guard, a bomb-shell was 
thrown in the midst of said guard, and five men 
out of the six were instantly killed by the explo- 


and burnt in the face by said explosion; that he |; 
was taken off the field, bearing in his hands the 
fig of his regiment, by order of the adjutant. 

he bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


EMMA A. WOOD. 


A bili (H. R. No. 314) for the relief of Emma 
A. Wood, widow of the late Brevet Major George 
W. F. Wood, of the United States Army. 

The bill instructs the Secretary of the Interior || 
to place the name of Mrs. Emma A. Wood, of | 


Utica, New York, widow of the late Brevet Ma- || & Hunt, of Toledo, Ohio. 


jor George W. F. Wood, of the United States | 
Army, on the pension list, at the rate of twenty- || 


i 
! 


five dollars per month, to commence on the 29th | 


day of April, 1856, and to continue during her | bill. 


life. 
The petitioner sets forth that her husband, Bre- | 
vet Major George W. F. Wood, late of the Uni- | 
ted States Army, was a cadet, and entered the 
Army at the age of nineteen years, in 1838, and 
died at Indianola, Texas, November 8, 1854, 
while e in the military service of the Uni- | 
ted at he served in the Florida war until | 
its close; was stationed at different northern ts | 
until the spring of 1846, when he went to Sie 
ico; was in the battle at Monterey, aftewards || 


} 
| 


| sidered it a very meritorious case; and I hope the 
| gentleman from Delaware will withdraw his ob- 
sion; that the petitioner was severely wounded || jection. 


| upon any gentleman for his reasons for objecting. 


| but I object to going baci. 


of the depot at that point in April, 1854, where || Mr. BURNETT. The bill is objected to, and 


ent. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Wit the 
gentleman from Kentucky hear one word? 
The CHAIRMAN. Objection is made, and the 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The report dis- 


| 
ber of that year. | 
proves the case; but I will not make any objection | 


| to the bill. || gentleman from Illinois is not in order, 


Mr. BURNETT. If the gentleman who re- ||" Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I do sihntin, 
ported this bill will consent that the pension shall || derstand that there is any objection. 
commence from the passage of the act, I will not | Mr. COX. I think there is no objection to his 

| proceedin 


| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair twice pto- 
| 





The bill was amended accordingly; and was 
then laid aside, to be reported to the House with 
a recommendation that it do pass. 

ANTHONY W. BAYARD. 


A bill (H. R. No. 315) for the relief of An- 


pounded the question to the committee, and ob. 
jection was made each time. 

Mr. COX. Who objected? 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. The objection js 
withdrawn. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I withdraw my objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there ~4 objection? 


Mr. WHITELEY. I would inquire of the Mr. BURNETT. I do hope that hereafter 


gentleman who reported that bill if it has not || when objection is made, the Chairman will ifsist 


on it. I did object, and I object now, because we 
had passed the case. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair recognizes the 
rigat of the gentleman from Kentucky to object 
and the Clerk will report the next case. 


MAJOR JOHN F. HUNTER. 


A bill (H. R. No. 219) granting a pension to 
a John F. Hunter. 
he bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 


The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman ob- 
ject to the bill ? 
Mr. WHITELEY. Yes, sir; [ object. 


ELMIRA WHITE. 


A bill (H. R. No. 316) for the relief of ’ 
White, widow of Captain Thomas R. White. | 
The bill and report were read. 


‘Mr. SMITH, of Virginia I desire those who 


place the name of John F. Hunter on the list of 
invalid pensioners, and pay him a pension, at the 
rate of thirty dollars per month, from the 27th of 


| 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman object 
| January, 1858, and to continue during his natural 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I am compelled to life 


once -ter was a major in the eleyenth pecan during the 
“a war with Mexico; that on the night of the 19th of 
August, 1847, just previous to the battle of Con- 
treras, he, together with the troops belonging to 
his regiment, was compelled to be out in a storm 
of rain, the severity of which was unparalleled. 
On account of such exposure he-was seized with 
rheumatic pains, &c., which continued to such 
an extent that the tendons and leaders of his 
arms and hands became so contracted that he has 
been unable to use his hands since for the purpose 
of earning a living. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


ANDREW E. MARSHALL. 


A bill (H.R. No. 318) for the relief of Andrew 
Ethel d he Se f the Interior to 
. : e bill directs the Secretary of the Inter! 
CHER. 2 Bees. place the name of Andrew E. Marshall, of Penn- 
A bill (H. R. No. 317) for the relief of Smith || sylvania, who was a private soldier in the Mex- 
ican war, upon the pension rofl, at the rate of 
| eight dollars per month, to commence on the 15th 
Mr. CRAWFORD. I object to that bill. _ of April, 1857. 3 
The Clerk proceeded to read the title of the next || It appears from the papers in this case, that 
Andrew E. Marshall was a private in Captain Job 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to || Herron’s company K, first eT ee regi- 
make an a —_ to the gentleman from Georgia. || ment, commanded by Colonel F. M. Wynkoop. 

The CH: IRMAN. It is not in order. enrolled and mustered into the service of the 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. By unani- || United States on the 16th of December, 1846, to 
mous consent I can be permitted to do it, and [ || serve during the Mexican_-war; that he was - 
presume there will be no objection. Will the || charged on or about the 25th of July, 1848, a 
gentleman from Georgia give me his attention? || Pitts , with the rest of the company, 00 “a 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there any objection to 4) count of disability produced by running sores, ' 
the gentleman from Illinois making an appeal to |) result of typhoid ver, brought on by fe gry 
the gentleman from Georgia? at different times from the commencement o 

r. TAPPAN. I must object. 


ANTIIONY W. BAYARD—AGAIN. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. I ask unani- 


mous consent to take up the bill for the relief of 
Anthony W. Bayard again. The committee con- 


The CHAIRMAN. It is not in order to call 


he bill is objected to. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. I ask unani- 
mous consent to go back to that bill, in order that 
the gentleman from Delaware may have an op- 
portunity of withdrawing his objection. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I did not object to the bill; 


The bill and report were read. 


From the report it appears that John F. Hun- 


siege of Puebla, in September, 1847, until retarne? 








17, 
you 


. to, 
ny ob. 
ve any 


Pentle. 
ed. 


3 once 
jection 
SIT to 
r ASS0- 
mM the 


Vant to 
aw my 


to the 
1eNt to 


to, and 
ill the 
and the 
not un- 
1 to his 
ce pro. 
alts. 
ction is 
tion. 

‘tion? 

Teafter, 


I] insist 
AUSe We 


izes the 
object. 


nsion to 


terior to 
e list of 
n, at the 
» With of 
s natural 


°. Hun- 


ring the 
» 19th of 
of Con- 
nging to 
a storm 
ralleled. 
red with 
to such 
s of his 
it he has 
purpose 


d to the 
pass. 


Andrew 


terior to 
of Penn- 
he Mex- 
e rate of 
the 15th 


ase, that 
ain John 
hia regi- 
ynkoop, 
e of the 
1846, to 
was dis- 
1848, at 
Vs on ac- 
sores, the 
x posure 
oof the 
reta 


1 





unfit for duty. 
psi was all in the line of 


reviously he had been a hearty an | 
a he attention of the gentle- | 
Mr. COBB. I call the atte ge | 
ee Kentucky (Mr. Burnett] to this case. \ 
He objected just now to the time when the pen- || 
ion of a widow was to commence. | 
sion TSHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ala- | 
is not in order. gag 

Mr ‘COBB. I propose to make this bill con- || 
fi 2 to the rule edegiel by the committee in that || 
wa on the motion of the gentleman from Ken- 
he CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Alabama object to this bill? \ 
Mr. COBB. I move to amend it so as to make |, 
the pension commence from Me time of the pas- 
» of the bill. | 
“rhe question was taken; and the amendment || 


It further appears that the ex- | 
I duy, and that || 
sound sol- | 


The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the | 

bill? . - 
BB. I object. 

Me MOORHEAD. It is too late to object. 

Mr. COBB. Not at all. . 

Mr. MOORHEAD. The gentleman did not 
object to the bill; he offered his amendment. 

he CHAIRMAN. The amendment was lost, | 

and the Chair propounded the question to the 
House: Is there any objection to the passage of || 

e bill? 
tf, MOORHEAD. 1 hope the gentleman 
from Alabama will withdraw his objection. 1] 

Mr. COBB. I will withdraw it, if the gentle- || 
man isgwilling that the bill shall be so amended | 
as not to make a distinction between a widow and || 


! 
| 
| 
| 

| 

was not agreed to. | 
| 
{ 
| 


| 
- agentleman. | 


Mr. BURNETT. Would it be in order for || 
me now to offer the amendment offered just now || 
by the gentleman from Alabama? H 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair supposes so. || 

Mr. BURNETT. ThenI move to amend the | 
bill so as to make the pension commence running | 
from the passage of the bill. 

Mr. MOORHEAD. I will accept that amend- 
ment, rather than lose the bill. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then laid aside, to be reported to 
the House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


COLONEL BENJAMIN WILSON’S HEIRS. 


A bill (H. R. No. 319) for the relief of the heirs 
of Colonel Benjamin Wilson, deceased. 

The bill and report were read. 

Mr. COBB. I should like to know how-much | 
money that bill appropriates ? 

Mr. VANCE. I think about two thousand. | 
dollars. 7 i 

Mr. BURNETT. 1 am opposed, as I said || 
yesterday,.to this whole acinaiete of going back || 
eighty years, and votingfrom the public Treasury | 
money for the benefit of the descendants of revo- | 
lutionary soldiers, and making special cases of || 
relief. If the principle is to be recognized, let a | 
general bill be passed that will apply to all. i 

Mr. MALLORY. Lrise toa question of order. || 
Debate is not in order. 

Mr. VANCE. If the gentleman objects, let | 
him do so in so many words. I want td reply to 
his speech, if he is allowed to make one. 

Mr. BURNETT.” Very well; Ido object. | 

Mr. WILSON. Will the geiffleman from 

| 


| 
I} 
1 
i| 
1 
| 
| 


} 
| 
} 


Kentucky withdraw his objection, provided a vote | 


oi the yeas and nays may be taken on it in the 
ouse? 


Mr. BURNETT. No, sir. 
JAMES CRAIG’S HEIRS. 


A bill (H. R. No. 320) for the relief of the heirs | 
of Rev. James Craig, deceased. | 
The bill and report were read. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. I desire to ask the gen- | 
tleman who reported that case whether the prop- | 
erty which it is proposed to pay for was destroyed | 
y the enemy in consequence of its. being in the | 
ds of American troops? 
‘ Mr. VANCE. That is certainly the fact. The || 
Acts are fully set forth in the report. The claim- 
ant’s ancestor had a large milling establishment, 
which was used as a grain depot by the Ameri- | 
fan troops, and it was destroyed by the British | 


'roops in consequence of this fact. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I object to this claim. | 











| Edward Jarvis. 
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CHARLES JAMES LANMAN 


AN MAN. 


A bill (H. R. No. 340) for the relief of Charles | 
James Lanman. [Objected to by Mr. Prror.] | 
JAMES PHELAN. 

A bill (H. R. No. 342) for the relief of James | 
Phelan. 


The bill and report were read. | 


Mr. OLIN. I objéct. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. [ hope the gentleman will 
withdraw his objection. It isa very small amount. 
The services were rendered to the Government. 

Mr. MAYNARD. [ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the committee to make a statement in ref- 
erence to this bill, and I am sure there will be no 
objection. I reported this case last year, and it is 
a very meritorious claim. ‘ ; 

Mr..PRYOR. I object to debate. 

Mr. MAYNARD. If the gentleman will hear 


the explanation, he will not object, I am very | 
sure. 


Mr. HOARD. My colleague [Mr. Ox1y] ob- 


jected to the claim; but he does not object, as I | 
|| understand, to the statement being made. 


Mr. OLIN. Certainly not. 


|| Mr. BARKSDALE. [am satisfied th® gentle- || 
| man from New York will withdraw his objection 


to the bill if he understands the case. 

The CHAIRMAN. The rules of the House 
require that such caggs as are taken up, shall be 
decided without debate. If there be no objection, 
the bill may be laid aside, but no debate can be 
allowed. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. The committee 
may do anything by general consent, and if no one 


| €Xpresses an objection, the gentleman from Ten- 


nessee may certainly make his statement. 

Mr. COVODE. I object to debate. 

So the bill was passed over. 

DR. EDWARD JARVIS. 

A bill (H. R. No. 343) for the relief of Dr. 

[Objected to by Mr. Pryon.} 
SYLVESTER DAY. 
A bill (H.R. No. 344) for the relief of the legal 


representatives of Sylvester Day, late a surgeon | 


in the United States Army. 
The bill directs the Secretary of the ae 


to pay to the legal representatives of the late Sy 


vester Day, a surgeon in the United States Army, | 
the sum of $426, in reimbursement of that sum || 


paid for medical services at Alleghany arsenal. 


It appears from the report that the deceased was |) 


an assistant surgeon in the United States Army, 
and stationed at Alleghany arsenal, Pennsylvania. 


After having faithfully performed his duty for a | 
| long series of years, in December, 1849, he be- 


came unable, in consequence of impaired health, 
to perform the services required, and the com- 


manding officer of the post contracted with a pri- | 


vate physician for the necessary assistance. This 
arrangement was disapproved by the Surgeon 
General, and it was intimated that it might be- 
come necessary to assign another medical officer 
to that post. 
result in his displacement from his quarters, as- 
sumed the payment of the expense of the neces- 


sary assistance from his private funds. Inaccord- | 
ance with this understanding, Dr. Day remained | 
at his quarter (having been placed upon the sick | 
| list) until the 21st of February, 1851, when he 


died. The memorialists ask the reimbursement 


of the sum of $426, paid by Dr. Day and his rep- | 
resentatives for the services thus rendered, being || 
at the rate of thirty dollars per month from De- | 


cember 26, 1849, to February 21, 1851, on the 


ground that the medical officer is entitled to relief | 


from duty during his own sickness as well as 


other officers, and that it is unequal and unjust || 
that he should be deprived of his means of sup- || 


port during such sickness. 
The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


THOMAS FILLEBROWN. 


A bill (C. C. No. 91) for the relief of Thomas | 


Fillebrown. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to Thomas Fillebrown the sum of $430, 
in full for salary as secretary of the board of com- 
missioners of the Navy hospital fund from Feb- 
ruary 7 to May 16, 182, and for commissions on 
the disbursements of said fund between the years 
1825 and 1829. 





Dr. Day, fearing that this might | 





| has been rejected by the Court of Claims. 
Mr. HUTCHINS. Not at all. 
Mr. BURNETT. It must have been, or else 
| how came it before the Committee of Claims? 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. All reports from 
the Court of Claims go there. 
Mr. HUTCHINS. It was reported favorably 
| upon by the Court of Claims. 
Mr. BURNETT. Then I have no objection. 
Mr. BARKSDALE, I object. The gentleman 
from New York made an objection to the bill for 
the relief of James Phelan, one of the most mer- 
itorious cases on the Calendar, And now I desire* 
to say, that if gentlemen on the other side are to 
object to our cases, without understanding them, 
I will object to everything. 
Mr. OLIN. I will say to the gentleman, that 
I think I understand the case to which the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi alludes; and I objected 


'| to it with the understanding I had. I do not mean 


| to object factiously to any bill, let it come from 
where it may. 

Mr. BURNETT. I think if the gentleman from 
Mississippi understood this case he would not ob- 

ect. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I will withdraw my ob- 
jection. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I will state 
that the Senate have passed a bill precisely sim- 
ilar to this. I ask the consent of the committee 
to substitute the Senate bill for this. 

There being no objection, the Senate bill was 
substituted, and was faid aside, to be reported to 

_ the House with a recommendation that it do pass, 


DAVID MYERLE. 
A bill (H. R. No. 345) for the relief of David 
Myerle. 
Mr. MALLORY. The report in that case is 
voluminous and I will, without having it read, 
| State that I make objection to the claim for two 
reasons: first, upon the merits of the case; and 
|| secondly, because of some knowledge I have of 
the matter aside from what is related in the re- 
| port, 
The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman has the 
right to object to the case before the bill and re- 
| port are read. 
Mr. MALLORY. I object to it. I objectnow, 
because I wish to save time. 
|| Mr. FLORENCE. I will say that there is no 
|| report from the Court of Claims in this case. This 
comes from the Committee of Claims. That com- 
mittee have investigated all the facts of the case, 
and have reported in its favor upon its intrinsic 
merits. 
|| The CHAIRMAN. Discussion is notin order, 
\| and the case will be passed over, objection being 
|| made. 
P. P. HALL. 


A bill (H.R. No. 346) for the relief of the legal 
|| representatives of P. P. Hall. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the ey 

to pay to the legal representatives of P. P. Hall, 

| deceased, the sum of $400, which payment shall 

be in full for the services of the said Hall in taking 
the seventh census in California. 

It appears from the report, which was read, 
| that P. b. Hall was an assistant marshal in taking 
the seventh census in California, but his returns 
| never reached the Census Office here, they having 
| been destroyed by fire in the conflagration at San 
Francisco on the 3d day of May 1851. Soon af- 
terwards Mr. Hall died, and his heirs applied to 
the Interior Department for compensation for his 
services. The Department replied that there was 
‘*no authority to make compensation for returns 
lost or destroyed, therefore the heirs must apply 
to Congress for relief.’’ In another letter, dated 
| February 2, 1860, Secretary Thompson says: 

** The only data in possession of the Department, 
| whereby to form an estimate of the amount of his 
services, consists of his deposition on oath made 
|| subsequently to the loss of his returns. As there 
is no reason to suppose that this deposition does 
not fairly represent the amount of labor performed, 
I have Seonted an estimate to be made therefrom 
|| of what Mr. Hall would have been legally enti- 
| ted to upon the same basis of payment made to 
|| the other assistants. The result of #his examin- 
‘| ation wold make it appear that Mr. Hall would 
1 have beat entitled to about four hundred dollars 
i! addition.” 
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port and Hull in the bill—which is the right one? || 
Mr. TAPPAN. I think it is Hall, I move that || 

it be so amended, | 
The amendment was agreed to. | 
The bill, as amended, was laid aside, to be re- ] 
ported to the House with a recommendation that 
ut do pass. | 
JAMES PHELAN. 

j 

| 


Mr. BARKSDALE. Iask the unanimous con- 
sent of the committee that it will recur to House 
bill No. 342, for the relief of James Phelan. I | 
understand that objection which was made to | 
it will ba withdrawn. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to a 
recurrence to that bill ? 

There was no objection. 

The bill directs that $250 be paid to James Phe- 
lan, for his services in prosecuting Craig, | 
indicted before the district Federal court of the | 





United States for the northern district of Missis- | 
eippl, under the appointment of Hon. Samuel J. 
Gholson, on acharge of robbing the United States 
mail. 

It appears from the report, which was read, || 
that Mr. Phelan was called by Hon. 8S. J. Ghol- | 
son, United States district judge for Mississippi, | 
to aid the district attorney at the trial of one Craig, | 
who was charged with robbing the United States | 
mails. The fee charged by Mr. Phelan was $250, 
which the Department of the Interior declined | 
paying, on the ground that the employment was | 
not authorized by the ** head of the Department,” || 
or by the authority of the President of the United | 
States. In reference to the charge, Hon. Revsen | 
Davis, of the House of Representatives, writes: 

House or Representatives, May 23, 1858. 

{ know, of my personal knowledge, the services charged | 
for by Mr. Phelan were rendered by him, and as a lawyer, | 
I give it as my opinion that the charge is not too high. I 
should have charged not less than five hundred dollars for 
the same services. I defended Craig. | 

Respectfully, REUBEN DAVIS. 


The Secretary of the Intesior, in a letter dated | 
May 26, 1858, says: ‘*I have a personal knowl- | 
edge of the case, and have no doubt that the ser- | 
vices were rendered; neither have I any doubt 
that if the necessity of the employment of addi- 
tional counsel in this case had been brought to the 
attention of the Postmaster General or my prede- 
cessor by Judge Gholson or the district attorney, | 
such employment would have been authorized at 

} 











a reasonable compensation.’’ On this letter Hon. 
Revpen Davis indorsed as follows: ‘* This case 
came up suddenly. The bill of indictment was 
found at the term the trial was had. There was, 
in my estimation, a necessity for the empioyment 
of Mr. Phelan, and the distance from Pontotoc to 
Washington was so great that it was impossible 
for Judge Gholson to have communicated with 
the authorities at Washington city.” 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


JAMES CRAIG'S HEIRS—AGAIN. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I ask unanimous 
consent to recur to a bill (H. R. No. 320) for the 
relief of the heirs of Rev. James Craig. The 

ntleman from Illinois [Mr. Farnswortu] ob- 
jected to that bill when it was up, and I think, 
under some misapprehension. If the committee 
will consent, he will make a statement. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I understand that the 
report in that case does not state that the property 





. referred to was in the occupation of the American 


Army. 

Several Mempens. Yes it does. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I ask the gentle- 
man from Illinois to withdraw his objection. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope that 
that objection will be withdrawn, and that there 
will commence an era of good feeling. 1 want to 
recur to a case in which the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Wane,] now absent, is interested. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to re- 
turning to the case of Rev. James Craig? 

There was no objection. ' 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 


to pay to the heirs of the Rev. James Craig, de- 

ceased at of Lunenburg county. Sapa nape 

ys to” Craig, Edward C. Craig, John A. 
rgain, » his w 


thas his wile, Rebaocn Gregory, Georgie. Gres: 
is , , 2 “>” 
ory, Richard C. eauaytnd domes . Gregory, | 





| patriot, and of the supplies which were in store 
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~ Mr. BURNETT. The name is Hall in the re- || 











the sum of $10,000, in full compensation for prop- | 


erty belonging, to said James Craig, which was 
destroyed by British troops under Colonel Tarle- 
ton, in 1781, i@ consequence of its being in the use 
of the American Army. 

It appears, from the report, that James Craig, a 
minister of she Gospel at the time of the war of the 
American Revolution,and residing in Lunenburg 
county, Virginia, wasa leading, active, and distin- 
guished patriot. Being a manof considerable prop- 
erty, he owned, with other species of it, common at 
thattime to Virginia farmers, a very | milling 
establishment, located ona stream called Flat Rock 
creek. Said milling establishment consisted of a 
large flour manufacturing mill, a corn mill, and a 
fulling mill. There were also located near to these 
a house used for receiving grain, and a house used 
for dyeing cloth, and also a blacksmith’s shop. 
During the progress of the war, this milling estab- 
lishment became a place of deposit and storage for 


| supplies of grain and provisions forthe American 


troops, Mr. Craig himself oaee actively engaged 
in collecting said supplies, and aiding by every 
means in his power the patriot cause. 

In the year 1781, the contest was transferred 
from owMer States, where it had been carried on 
with great animation, chiefly to Virginia, and in 
October of that year both the campaign and the 
war were closed by the brilliant and ever-mem- 
orable victory at Yorktown, in that State. But 
in the early part of the year the line of operations 
was uae in the country around Lunenburg. 
And to meet the wants of the American troops, 
Parson Craig had collected at his mills, about the 
month of July, in the year 1781, a large quantity 
of grain and provisions, some from his own and 
some from his neighbors’ stores. At that time 
the British officer, Colonel Tarleton, with a de- | 
tachment of troops, being in that vicinity, and 
hearing of Parson Craig’s activity and zeal asa 





at his mills for the use of the Americans, marched 
to his estate, took Mr. Craig himself prisoner, 
carried off a number of negroes, two of whom 
were never recovered, and burned and destroyed 
the whole, or nearly the whole, of the said estab- 
lishment, with the supplies of grain, provisions, 
&ec. The flour manufacturing mill, the corn grist 
mill, the cloth fulling mill, the house used to re- 
ceive grain, and the blacksmith’s shop, were all 
consumed and destroyed, with the contents of 
each, including implements, fixtures, tools, uten- 
sils, &c. That these ravages, and the imprison- 
ment of Parson Craig himself, were all owing to 
his ardent zeal and eflicient services to the patriot 
cause, and to the fact that said mills were in the 
use of the American Army, or filled with supplies 
for their use, cannot admit of a reasonable doubt; 
and it would be just that his heirs should be com- 
pensated for the entire loss. But not to violate 
usage or transgress the principles clearly estab- 
lished in such cases, it has been determined to 
allow for nothing more than the property devoted 
to the use of the American troops at the time of 
its destruction, and destroyed on that account. 
The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


EDWARD JARVIS—-AGAIN. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I want the 
committee to hear a word in reference to the case 
of Smith & Hunt, to which I desire it to recur. 

Mr. BURNETT. I have no interest in this 
Private Calendar. I have never made a captious 
objection since my service commenced upon this 
floor. There isa bill upon the Calendar, for the 
relief of Dr. Jarvis, of which I know nothing, 
except from my examination of the bill and re- 
port. I believe that it is a just claim. It was ob- 
— to by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 

ryor.]} I understand that objection will be with- 
drawn if the bill be recurred to. - 

Mr. PRYOR. I will withdraw my objection 
to that bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illi- 
nois has the floor; and if casesare to be recurred 
to, the one stated by him must be first disposed of. 


SMITH & HUNT. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The bill I 
refer to is House bill No. 317, for the relief of 
Smith & Hunt, of Toledo, Ohio. It isacase in 
which the n from Ohio [Mr. Wane} 
takes a great deal of interest, I understand ob- 
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There being no objection, the case was taken 


up again. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. My name 
appears as having reported this bill. It was re 
ported, not by me, but by the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Wape.} He takes a great interest in 


‘the case. He investigated it with great care, He 


has been called from the city by sickness in his 
family, and he has written me. to ask that it be 
taken up and passed. I think that the case isone 
ofvery great merit. I would be glad if gentlemén 
will let it go into the House. If a separate yote 
is wanted upon it, I will not object. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I understand tha 
this is a case for the payment of commissions for 
freightage, &c., of which the claimants hfve been 
deprived by the action of the Government. |t is 
a case appealing to the equity and justice of this 
House, and I trust that it will be passed. 

Mr. BURNETT. I have examined this case 
with a great deal of care, and I do not agree with 
the gentleman from New York. _I suggest, how- 
ever, to my friend from Georgia [Mr. fee 
to withdraw his objection, and to let the bill go 
to the House, with the understanding that it shall 
be voted on separately, upon the yeas and nays. 

Mr.CRA RD. If that be the understand- 
ing I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. That is my 
proposition. 

he bill directs that there shall be paid to Smith 
& Hunt, of Toledo, Ohio, the sum of $926,990, be- 
ing the amount paid by Smith & Hunt as freight 
and charges on railroad iron transported while 
in bond from New York city to Toledo, Ohio. 

It appears from the report that during the years 


1853 and 1854 the petitioners were storage, com- 


mission: and forwarding merchants, resident and 
doing business at Toledo, in the State of Ohio, the 
same being the port of entry for the United States 
collection district of Miami. During the said 
years of 1853 and 1854, the petitioners, as such 
carriers and commission merchants, brought from 
New York city, under the provisions of the ware- 
housing act, in bond for the payment of the 
duties.of the same at Toledo, four thousand tons 
of railroad iron, and paid freight, storage, &c., the 
charges thereon; the said iron having been in- 
ported into the port of New York for the Cincin- 
nati, Logansportand Chicago Railroad Company. 
These charges, paid by the petitioners while the 
said iron wae in bond, constituted a legal lien on 
said iron in favor of the petitioners, to the amount 
of $9,265 90, subject, however, to the a lien 
of the United States for the payment of the import, 
duties chargeable on said iron. While this rall- 
road iron was in the legal custody and control of 
the petitioners at Toledo, as above stated, subject 
only to the paramount lien of the United States 
for the duties chargeable against the iron, the st 
railroad company was insolvent and unable to pay 
the duties due the Government on said pene : 
jay the petitioners their just charges on the same 
| that this och ‘wae fully made known by the 
petitioners to the then Secretary of the Treasury. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there any objection to 
House bill No. 317? The Chair hears no objec 
tion. 

Mr. HOARD. Is it understood that there shall 
be a square vote upon it in the House? [“ Yes: 
“Yes!"} There is a report of the Secre 
the T: which I would like to have reac. 

Mr. W. of Illinois. 1 will no 
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EDWARD JARVIS—AGAIN. 


previous question upon the bill in the 


ion being made, the bill was laid aside, 
d to the House with a recomme 


. BURNETT. I now ask the unanimous 
ee of the committee to go back to the bill (No. 
343) for the relief of Dr. dward Jarvis, which 
was objected to by the gentleman from Virginia, 
ad BTR LON. ‘The gendemen. has with- 

- his objection. : 
or. THOMAS: I object. 

HENRY ETTING. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I ask the consent of the 
committee that the act (S. No. 91) for the relief of 
Henry Etting may be reported back to the House 
with the recommendation that it be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, There was some 
misunderstanding about the matter. I make that 


motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 


CHARLES JAMES LANMAN——AGAIN. 


Mr. WALTON. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to go back to the consideration of 
the bill (H. R. No. 340) for the relief of Charles 
James Lanman, which was objected to by the 
gentleman from Virginia. ar 

Mr. PRYOR. I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. NOELL. I do not object to the consid- 
eration of the bill; but I believe we are getting | 
into a system of doing business which will em- 
barrass.us, and I give notice that after this I shall || 
object to going back. 

Mr. THOMAS. I object. 


ANTHONY W. BAYARD. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. I ask the unan- | 
imous consent of the committee to go back. and 
take up the bill (H. R. No. 315) for the relief of | 
Anthony W. Bayard. It was objected to, and | 
passed over; but the objection has been with- 


drawn. 
Mr. CURRY. I object. 
OLIVER HARRIS. 


A bill (H. R. No. 347) for the relief of Oliver 
Harris. 

The bill and report were read. 

Mr. BURNE I must object, unless there 
can be some something from the Department to 
show that this man has an equitable case; and 
there is nothing in the report, or anywhere else, 
of that character, that I know of. 


MANNIBAL GRAHAM. , 


A bill (H. R. No. 348) for the relief of Hanni- 
bal Graham. [Objected to by Mr. Crawrorp.] 


PETER ROGERSON & SON. 


A bill (H.. R. No. 349) for the relief of Peter 
Rogerson & Son, of St. John’s, Newfoundland, 
owners of the British brig.Jessie. 

The bill direets the Secretary of the Treasury, 
to pay to Peter Rogerson & Son, owners of the 
British brig Jessie, for losses incurred by reason 
of the rescuing of the passengers and crew of the 
American ship Northumberland, in December, 
1857, when in a sinking condition, and conveying 
them to Cork, Ireland, the sum of $7,788 75, or 
so much thereof as may be necessary; provided 
the proper proportionate part thereof, according 
to the number of British subjects rescued, shall 
be paid by the British Government. 

rom the report, it appears that the British brig 
Jessie, the roperty of Peter Rogerson & Son, of 
St. John’s, Newfoundland, while ona seal-fishing 
voyage in the month of December, 1857, fell in 
with the American —_ ship Northumberland, 
in a foundering condition. at by great exer- 
tions and at personal risk, during a violent gale 
and heavy sea, the passengers and crew, consist- 
ing of more than sixt persons, some of whom 
Were women and children, were transferred on 
bene the Jessie, which was then necessarily put 

k to Cork, Ireland. That the delay conse- 
quent thereon broke up the vo , which was of 
‘lucrative character, and entail heavy expend- 
tures upon her owners. That for these disburse- 


ments and contingent ee ae ee 
to some 


Se ASS 








of the Jessie believe themselves enti 
compensation from this Government. The loss re- 





sulting from tis humane conduct of the captain 
of the Jessie amounts to $7,788 75. 
No objection being made, the bill was laid aside, 


to be reported to the House with #recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 


FRANCIS HUTTMANN. 

An act (S. No. 78) for the relief of Francis 
Hiittmann. 

The bill authorizes and directs the Secretary of | 
the Treasury to adjust the claim of Francis Hutt- | 
mann for return of tonnage and light duties ille- 
gally exacted and paid by him on Peruvian, | 

anish, and German vessels at the port of San | 
Francisco, California, and to pay him the amount 
due, with interest at the rate of six per cent. per | 





annum, from the date of the exaction of the duties. | 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. This is a Senate | 
bill, which comes to the House with no report. | 
The facts are so simple that no report is neces- | 
sary; and, with the consent of the committee, I | 
will state that, in 1849, Hiittmann entered in the | 
port of San Francisco four vessels—one a Danish | 
schooner, one a Hamburg bark, one a Hamburg | 
brig, andanother a Peruvian bark—and paid dues | 
upon them to the amount of $549. Tonnage dues | 
are not exacted by our laws from vessels of those | 
countries with which we have reciprocity treaties. | 
These tonnage dues, with interest thereon, amount 





now to $900; and the purport of the bill is to || 


refund that sum. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
gentleman from New York whether those treaties | 
were subsequent to the cxaction of these dues, or 
prior thereto. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. They were prior 
thereto, and they continue up to the present time. 
The Department has recommended the repay- | 
ment of, the dues. 
Mr. BURNETT. 
by inserting the proviso, that the amount shall 
not exceed $900. If that amendment is adopted, 
I shall not object to the bill. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


No objection being made, the bill was laid aside, | 
to be reported to the House with a recommenda- | 


tion that it do pass. 
TENCH TILGHMAN. 


An act (S. No. 79) for the relief of Tench 
Tilghman. 


The bill authorizes and directs the Secretary of || 


the Treasury to pay to Tench Tilghman, out of | 
any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise ap- | 

ropriated, the sum of $1,000, for losses sustained 
Oe es in consequence of his appointment to a | 
consulate, which was abolished by the Spanish | 
Government while he was on his way to take 
charge of the same. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. This bill is in the 
same position as the last one to which I called the 
attention of the committee. General Tench Tilgh- 
man, of Maryland, was appointed, in 1849, as 
consul to Mayaguez, Porto Rico. While on his 
way, he was notified by the Government that the 
consulate had been suppressed. Our Government 
was not aware of it, until notified by the Spanish 
Government. Upon receiving that notification, 
they informed Mr. Tilghman of it. The object 
of this bill is to recompense him for his expenses 
upon that journey. These expenses have been 
rectieinianted to be paid by two Secretaries of 
State. The Committee on Commerce asked for 
a bill of particulars, and that bill amounted to 
$1,025, allowing only a reasonable rate of ex- 
penses. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
the discharge of his duties? 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. He did not enter 
upon his duties; nor did he receive any recom- 
penes. ; ' A 

Noobjection being made, the bill was laid aside, 
to be reported to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 


ARTHUR EDWARDS AND OTHERS. 


A bill (H. R. No. 221) for the relief of Arthur 
Edwards and others. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has been in- 


Did he enter upon 


has been substituted for the House bill; and the 
question will be on the Senate bill. 

The bill was read. It directs the Postmaster 
Generai to audit and settle the account of Arthur 
Edwards and his associates, for transporting the 


I would ask the || 


I move to amend the bill || 











| 
formed that, by order of the House, a Senate bill || 
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| to the bill. 


|| $3 75 per trip. 
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United States through mail in their steamers, 
during the years 1849 and 1853, and intervening 

ears, from Cleveland, in Ohio, to Detroit, in 

ichigan, and from Detroit to Cleveland; from 
Sandusky, in Ohio, to Detroit, in Michigan, and 
from Detroit to Sandusky; and from Toledo, in 
Ohio, to Detroit, in Michigan, and from Detroit 
to Toledo; and to allow and pay them not less 
than $28 60 for each and ever of the 
steamers between said places, during has time, 
when the mails were on board. 

The report was read, 

Mr. CRAWFORD. | I object to the bill, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would say to the 


gentleman from Georgia that I have examined 


|| this case, and am satisfied the bill ought to pass. 


Mr. CRAWFORD. I will state my objection 
I take it for granted—— 
The CHAIRMAN. It is not in order for the 


|| gentleman to debate the bill. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. [ examined this 
matter, and the bill ought to pass. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. I desire to say that I un- 


|| derstand the bill to give extra compensation for 
— the mails from 1849 to 1853. 
r. 


SMITH, of Virginia. 
under a misapprehension. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Then I misunderstood 
the reading of the report. 

Mr. COLFAX. If there be no objection, I will 
state the facts of the case. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I will hear the gentle- 
man’s statement. 

Mr. COLFAX. These men were carrying the 
local mails between Cleveland, Sandusky, Toledo, 
and Detroit, receiving therefor the pitiful sum of 

They were also instructed to 
carry the through mein, They declined to do so, 
at first, on the ground that there was no appropri- 
ation made to pay them. The agent of the Post 
Office Department assured them that he was in- 
structed by the Department to say, if they carried 
these through mails, they would be paid a rea- 
sonable compensation. Under this assurance 
they carried the through mails, often at great in- 
convenience. They frequently had to wait an 
hour and an hour and a half for the arrival of the 
mail trains, to receive the through western mail 
from them. When the matter was submitted ta 
the Department, the only question was, how much 
they should be paid. General Cass, now Secre- 
tary of State, saw Mr. Campbell, the Postmaster 
General, on the subject. The Postmaster Gen- 
eral promised to take it up, but under the pres- 
sure of business the matter was overslaughed and 
neglected. 

here is no question as to the service having 
been performed; no question as to its having been 
done by authority. The evidence, which 1s vo- 
luminous, shows that sometimes they carried as 
much as one hundred and twenty-eight bags— 
over eight tons—of through mail matter; for all 
which, continued as it was for four years, they 
have not received a single cent. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I ask the gentleman from 
Indiana how much is appropriated for the carry- 
ing of this mail? 

r. COLFAX. Twenty-eight dollars and sixt 
cents for every time that they carried the throug 
mail. The Postmaster General is to determine 


The gentleman is 
% 


| how many times that was, The mails were car- 


ried during the season of navigation. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. How long is that? 

Mr. COLFAX. About six months. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Why has payment been 
denied so long? 

Mr. COLFAX. It was delayed by Postmaster 
General Campbell, who told General Cass that he 
would have the account examined and settled; 
but it was overslaughed and not paidjand the 

resent Postmaster General cannot now pay it, as 
it occurred under a former administration, unless 
Congress authorizes it. The bill wasunanimously 
reported by the Senate Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads; it was passed unanimously 
by the Senate; and it has been unanimously re- 
ported by the Post Office Committee of this House. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. It is the cheapest mail 
service that has been ever rendered in this.coun- 


try. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I have examined 
the bill, and believe it ought to be passed. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. I withdraw my objection; 
and I pledge myself to make no further objection, 
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because of the fact that members appeal to me to 
withdraw objections, and they make it a persona! 
matter. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that 
all these appeals are entirely out of order; and the 
Chair has made every effort to suppress them. 
No member of the committee has a right to call 
upon another member, who may have objected, 
to give a reason for his objection. It is out of 
order, and a breach of the rules of the House. 


‘The Chair has done all he could do to suppress it. || 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. oes the 
Chair say that one member of the committee may 


not, by unanimous consent, appeal to another || 


member ? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
the unanimous consent of the committee. 

Mr. COLFAX. [| beg pardon of the gentleman 
from Georgia. 
for the information of the committee; and I un- 
derstood distinetly from him that he was willing to 
hear them. If I objected, and a member satisfied 


me that the bill was a just one,I should cheer- | 


fully withdraw the objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has no refer- 
ence to the gentleman from Indiana, because he 
was Proceeding by the express permission of the 
committee. 


Mr. CRAWFORD. We have to allow discus- || 


sion under pressure, and contrary to the rules of 
the House. 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire to know how much 
money this bill appropriates? 

Mr. COLFAX. 


The trips were for four years. They were per- 


formed by the authority and instruction of the || 
Post Office Department. Itisareasonable amount; || 


and my impression is that it ought to be higher. 
As to what the aggregate amount will be, I have 
not calculated. 

Mr. BURNETT. lLask the unanimous con- 
sent of the committee, while I call out an addi- 
tional answer from the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope the 
gentleman from Kentucky will be heard. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BURNETT. The first objection to this 
bill is its vague and indefinite character. 
poses to give to mail contractors for extra services 
—the gentleman from Georgia was right when he 
so stated it—from 1849 to 1853, so much per trip. 
Neither in the bill nor report is the time stated 
that it took to make these trips, the number of 
trips made, nor the amount of money to be drawn 
from the public Treasury. 


But the gentleman from Georgia is applied to to 


withdraw his objection; and we are called upon 
here, by unanimous consent to permit the bill to 
be reported to the House with a recommendation 
that it do pass; while it neither fixes the amount 
to be paid, nor the number of trips made; and 
while it does not have a single recommendation 
from the Post Office Department that the bill ought 
to pass—not one, so far as we have it before us. 
Now I say to gentlemen that they may appeal to 
me; and when [ make an objection here, if the 
objection be based on merits, | will not withdraw 
it for any appeal. Believing that the bill is wrong, 
I do object to it. 
The bill was accordingly passed over. 


ALLEN L. PORTER. 


A bill 
Porter. 
SCOTT, HOUSE, AND HOUSE. 

A bill (8S. No. 22) for the relief of John Scott, 
Hill W. House, and Samuel O. House. [Ob- 
jected to by Mr. Kexroce, of Michigan.] 

Mr. AWFORD. It is now three o’clock, 
and wé Bave a bill to vote upon in the House by 
yeas and nays. 
mittee do now rise. 

Mr. GARTRELL demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. GartTRELL 
and Scuwarrz were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—uyes seventy-one, noes not counted. 

he motion was agreed to. 


: PRIVATE BILLS PASSED. 


So the committee rose; and the Spedker hav- 
ing resumed the chair, Mr. Brancu rep that 
the Committee of the Whole House haf had the 
Private Calendar’ underéonsideration, under the 


It can only be done by | 


I only desired to state the facts | 


Itallows $28 60 for each trip. | 


It pro- | 


H. R. No. 351) for the relief of Allen L. || 
LObjectea to by Mr. Smiru, of Virginia.) . 


I move, therefore, that the com- | 
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| 
30th rule of the House, and had imstructed him | 
| to report back the following bills: | 
| A bill (H. R. No. 313) granting a pension to | 
| Abraham Cruff; | 
A bill (H. R. No. 314) for the relief of Emma | 

A. Wood, widow of the late Brevet Major George | 


W. F. Wood, of the United States Army, with || 


an amendment; 

A bill (H. R. 
Major John F. Hunter; 

A bill (H. R. Ne. 318) for the relief of Andrew 
E. Marshall, with an amendment; 

A bill (H. R. No. 320) for the relief of the heirs 
of Rev. James Craig, deceased ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 342) for the relief of James 
Phelan; 

A bill (H. R. No. 344) for the relief of the legal 
|| representatives of Sylvester Day, late a surgeon 
in the United States Army; 
|| A bill (C. C. No. 91) for the relief of Thomas 
Fillebrown; 

A bill (H. R. No. 346) for the relief of the legal 
representatives of P. P. Hall, deceased; 

A bill (H. R. No. 349) for the relief of Peter 
|| Rogerson & Son, of St. John’s, Newfoundland, 
owners of the British brig Jessie; 
|| An act (S. No. 78) for the relief of Francis 
|| Hiittmann, with an amendment; 

An act (S. No. 79) for the relief of Tench 
| Tilghman; and 

‘| A bill (H. R. No. 317) for the relief of Smith 
| & Hunt, of Toledo, Ohio. 

The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, the 
| bills will be voted on en masse, excepting House 
| bill No. 317, on which a separate vote is desired. 
There was no objection. 

The amendments were then agreed to; the House 
|| bills were engrossed, and then the bills were read 
\| the third time, and passed. 


SMITH & HUNT. 


A bill (H.. R. No. 317) for the relief of Smith 
|| & Hunt, of Toledo, Ohio, reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, with a recommend- 
_ ation that it do pass. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 

yeas and nays on that bill. 
. Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. They were or- 
| dered. It was the unanimous understanding in 
| committee that they should be taken. It was 
|| also understood that a brief statement of the case, | 
| pro and con., should be presented for the consider- | 
| ation of the House. 
_ Mr. WASHBURNE,; of Illinois. I do not pro- 
|, pose to call the previous question. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
friends of the bill should present it in its most | 
engaging aspect, and those who dissent from the 
, Views thus presented will, of course, present the | 
| Opposite views. I give way, therefore, to the | 
_ gentleman from Illinois to give the reasons why | 
| the House should pass the bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I do not | 

want to state any further reason than is stated in | 

the report. I will say to the Housé, however, that | 
, Mr. Wave, who has served in this House many | 
' years, and who is known to be one of the most | 


} 


I ask the 


| careful men, and best lawyers in the House, has |; 


| given this case a oar attentive consideration. | 
| The report, which is here under my name, was | 
_ made by him, and I think the case is fairly stated 


| in it. 


‘| briefly, to make a statement for the consideration | 
of the House 

Mr. TAPPAN. Will the gentleman give way 
one moment? Are there not some. other 
are not contested ? 

The SPEAKER. This is the only bill undis- 
posed of. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I move to reconsider. 


JAMES CRAIG'S HEIRS—AGAIN. 


Mr. BURNETT. I desire to inquire about 
bill No. 320, for the relief of the heirs of Rev. 
James Craig, deceased. It was objected to, and 
there was an ment that the yeas and nays 
should be called. That cannot be one of the bills 
that has been . The gentleman from Illi- 
‘| nois [Mr. Farnswortn] objected, but afterwards 
withdrew his objection, on the condition that the 
| vote would be taken by yeas and nays in the 


|| House. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Ifrequired, . 





his objection. 
committee was to this effect, that he de 


of making an explanation why it should 


No. 319) granting a pension to | 


I think that the | 








Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. # desire, sir, very 


ills that | 








April 7, 
Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Wah 
sion of the House, I ance beg the perm 
mental in getting Mr. Farnswortn to w 


hat I was ingtry 


ithdray 
de to the 
Sired t) 

bill, and 


Mr. Farnswortn is not now in the — rm. 
1 make this statement in the hearing fhe frie a ‘ 
that they may do the same for him as he he 3 
perhaps do if he were present. — 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire to sa 
explanation of m sition, 

ae aan aane wae bill was 

r. - Then it was passe 
take, and I shall be compelled to nap ee 
sider the vote by which it was passed, There oe 
on ae eat Sereeeatt: oe so marked on . 

alendar, that pn this bill the yea, 
shoud be called, a Oe 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks 
should be taken. The vote will be regarded as 
reconsidered. The question will be on the third 
reading of the bill. 

Mr. CURRY. When that bill was before thp 
Committee of the Whole House, I offered ay 
amendment to it, which was adopted. Subse. 
quently to the adoption of my amendment, the 
gentleman from Illinois objected to the bill. After. 
wards, while I was temporarily out of the House 
the bill was called up again, and laid aside, to be 
reported withoutamendment. I think that unan- 
imous consent might be given to having the amend- 
ment offered here. 

‘The SPEAKER. If there be unanimous con. 
sent, the amendment may be considered. 

There being no objection, the amendment was 
offered, and agreed to, as follows: 

Provided however, That the moneys herein appropriated 
shall be paid to the heirs of said James Craig, in person, or 
to such agent or attorney of the heirs as shall appear to the 


accounting officer of the Treasury to be in no way inter. 
ested in the same, or any part thereof. 


: The bill was then engrossed, and read the third 


time. 

Mr. BURNETT. I move the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under its operation 
the bill was passed. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the bills reported from the Committee 
of the Whole House were passed; and to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. STANTON. I submit to the House that 
it is hardly proper that that should be done, If 
by any accident it should be discovered that any 
bill has been improperly passed, we ought to be 
able to correct it. 

Mr TAPPAN. I believe it is understood that 
they are all right now. 

Mr. STANTON. That may be, but I cannot 
see the necessity for the motion. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
New Hampshire waive his motion ? 

Mr. TAPPAN. Yes, sir; I am willing to waive 
it for the present. My object was to have the 
bills disposed of. 


SMITH & HUNT—-AGAIN. 


The House resumed the consideration of the bill 
for the relief of Smith & Hunt, of Toledo, Ohio. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I really have no 
feeling of repugnance to this bill, and I propose to 
occupy not more than five or six minutes upon tt; 
and then I will leave it with great good temper to 
the judgment of the House. 

I understand the facts of this case to be these: 
A certain railroad company in one of the western 
States—I do not remember which now, but 
think Ohio or Illinois—imported four thousand 
tons of railroad iron. The iron was shipped by 
their order to a house in Toledo, this house of 
Smith & Hunt—I do not know if Mr. Smith's 
any kinsman of mine, but he is a very clever 
gentleman, The goods were brought to Toledo 
at their expense and charge, and were there 
bonded, in conformity to our revenue laws, to! 
Government of the United States for the duties 
While they remained there in that position, the 

i company, desiring to use the iron at ab 


ther place, and not bei to pay these 
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privilege of demanding a vote upon the 


Y One word jn 


passed, 


that course 


the Ohio river, and under 
ing, and as now existing, the goods were 


-—-omnet omorenogwge sa ects 


— — 


w 


~~ «= 


i ie, eee oe ee el, ee ei a ie oe ene ean al ae 





-TMis- 
NStry. 
hdraw 
to the 
ed the 
ll, and 
Pass, 
e; and 
‘tends, 
would 


‘ord in 


Y Mis. 
recon- 
Te Wag 
On the 
l nays 


course 
ded as 
e third 


ore the 
red an 
Subse- 
nt, the 
After- 
Louse, 
'y to be 
 wnan- 
imend- 


18 Con- 
nt was 


opriated 
>rson, or 
arto the 
Ay inter- 


e third 
y ques- 


ind the 


eration 


he vote 
Amittee 


lay the 


se that 
ne, If 
lat any 
it to be 


od that 
cannot 
n from 


> waive 
uve the 


the bill 
Ohio. 

ave no 
pose to 
ipon it; 
nper to 


these: 
vestern 
, but I 
ousand 
yped by 
use of 
mith is 
- clever 
Toledo 
e there 
3, to the 
duties 
ion, the 
n at an- 
y these 
e upon 
n exist 
bonded 





_ THE CONG 








1860. __ 


for that place. The company, in the ee time, 
hile the goods were on transitu, managed to get 
oid of them in violation of all the duties it owed 
- ts contract and engagements, and laid down 
” tae upon the road. he Government of the 
th ted States sent an agent to assert its right to 
an nods for the payment of the duties, and they 
= svered possession of the iron, and the duties 
pov paid. In the mean time, there was a subor- 
dinate lien on the part of Smith & Hunt for the 


expenses W 


of the iron from New York to Toledo, and the 
yestion is about those expenses, amounting to 
about nine thousand dollars. 
Now, why should the Government of the United 
States be made rea for this claim? No 
one pretends that the Government of the United 
States, in all its action in connection with this 
subject, did aes more than assert its unques- 
tioned legal rights. The United States had a right 
to their lien upon these goods for the duties, and 
they asserted that right. ‘Lhey asserted that right, 
and ultimately received the amount that was due 
them—no more, and noless. It so happens, how- 





ever, that inconsequence of these conflicting liens, | 


this particular commission house, which was 
making a profit out of the transaction, failed to 


secure their lien upon the goods, the goods going | 


into the possession of the railroad company; and 
as to their claim, I suppose, coming under an- 
other obligation, they thus losing possession of the 
goods. But they did not lose possession of the 
oods, 1 want gentlemen to understand, by any 
fault of the United States; and the whole question 
for this House is, shall the United States make 
ood the bill of the commission house for costs 
and charges paid by that house, for which the 
United States were in no sense whatever, in the 
slightest degree, responsible? 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. Will the gentle- 
man allow me toask him a question? I desire to 
see if [ understand this case. I understand this 
railroad iron to have been shipped from Europe 
to Toledo, Ohio, and there bonded, and in the pos- 
session of these warehousemen. I understand the 
gentleman to say that the revenue laws allowed 


the railroad company'to have it ordered by the | 
United States to Evansville, Indiana, or some | 
other place, where it might be bonded; that the | 


United States did order the iron out of the hands 
of Smith & Hunt; and that before it reached Evans- 
ville, by a trick of the railroad company, it was 
stopped in transitu, and thereby these men lost 
their lien. Are those the facts? 


hich they had paid upon the shipment | 


i 
| 
| 








Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The gentleman will | 


understand that the goods in Toledo were under 
bonds to answer the demand of the United States, 
the duties to be paid under those bonds whenever 
the goods were consumed by the railroad compa- 
ny. Under the law they had a right to have them 
transferred to another port. The company, in 
obedience to the law regulating these questions, 
and in conformity with their unquestioned rights, 
directed the public agent at Toledo to ship these 
goods to Evansville, in Indiana. They gave bonds 
toanswer the demands of the United States at 
that point, and the goods accordingly, as the Uni- 
ted States was bound to do, were shipped. It is 
true, that on the way the company, by a trick, 
got possession of the iron; but it was a trick to 
which the United States were not a party. They 
had nothing to do with it. The company com- 
plied with the law, and the United States com- 
plied with the law. The goods were bonded and 
shipped to Evansville, Indiana, and, on the route, 
the company managed in some way to get pos- 
session of them. But it was no fault of the Uni- 
ted States. It was no fault of these gentlemen 
either, it may be; but the company stopped the 


at Logansport, where their road commenced. 
Now, that being the€ase, I ask what fault the 
Government of the United States committed which 


should subject it to this demand? Do you mean | 


fo say that the Government of the United States 
1s to embarrass itself by the private contracts of 
individuals? Do youmean to say that the Govern- 


mentshould become responsible for goods brought | 


and bonded to the United States? You do say 
so if you make the Government responsible for 

‘samount. There is no escape from it wherever 
there are these ports of en ; and I am sorry to 


see a disposition here to extend the system. The 


other day Macon, in Geor 


} 





entry. 
Me GARTRELL. Only temporarily. 

_ Mr. SMITH, of Virginia: Now, then, that be- 
ing the state of the case, I ask what merit there is 
init? Why, sir, as I said, a bill was passed the 
other day making Macon, in Georgia, a port of 
entry. Well, if the Government enters upon the 
system of making these interior towns ports of 
entry and delivery, and ifthe principle upon which 


| this bill is based is to be recognized, there is no 


| telling the amount which the Government will be || perhaps, I can correct more conveniently by refer- 


ring to ine promnarent facts of the transaction. 


called on to pay in the shape of damages. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Were these 
claimants the owners of the warehouse at Toledo, 


| or how does their claim arise? Were they merely 


the consignees of the iron, or were they the agents 


of the Government for warehousing the iron? 
Mr. PETTIT. They were both. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Yes, sir; they wee | 
| commission agents at Toledo. They had the iron 


transported to Toledo, end there received it, on 


|| consignment, into their warehouse; which, for 


| that purpose, became a bonded warehouse of the 
| Government. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 


wanted to inquire was, whether the Government 


What I | 





gia, was made a port of | 
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ask the gentleman to yield 


ef betiageecten 


Mr. PETTIT. r 


|| to me, for the purpose of making a statement of 
the facts connected with this claim to the House. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. If the House 


| wish to hear any further statement in reference to 


the facts of this case, I will yield to the gentleman 


| from Indiana. 


Mr. PETTIT. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman 


from Virginia has, in the main, made a correct 


| Statement of the facts connected with this case; 


ish iron, 
Smith & Hunt as consignees; not tothe railroad 
company. 
ning, apossessory right over the property. Under 
the direction of the Secretary of the 
in pursuance of the course which is pursued under 


| but his statement embraces some errors which, 


It is hardly necessary to say that this was Brit- 


It came to New York to the care of 
They had, therefore, from the begin - 


reasury, and 


| the warehousing system, Smith & Hunt, having 


rented that bonded warehouse, or whether it was |! 


merely the private warehouse of these parties? 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. It was their private |) 


warehouse. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Then the | 


whole case is a matter of private contract, and | 


has no merit in it. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I have now pre- 


sented the facts of this case substantially as I | 


understand them. I repeat, that if I have not mis- 


| understood the facts, the Government of the Uni- 


| ted States has committed no wrong act; it has 


|| received the iron, caused it to be transported to the 
| port of Toledo. 

right to direct the transmission of it from one ware- 
| housing depot to another. 
to consider that the possession of the iron contin- 
ued with them up to this time. 
right of possessioy in their character as consignees ; 
and on its arrival at Toledo they there acquired a 
| new right. 

at Toledo. 


vate warehouse. 


This was a recognition of their 
Now I beg the Heuse 
They had their 
The Government had no warehouse 


It became necessary to provide a pri- 
Smith & Hunt had a ware- 


| house at Toledo. The Government engaged them 
| to store the iron in their warehouse, taking their 


done nothing that is not in conformity to law. || 


Mr. Guthrie was Secretary of the Treasury at the 
time. He understood the law and his duty, I take 


it for granted, as well as any man here; and he | 
sought to enforce the law in all the stages of the || 


ae I repeat, that the Government of the | 


nited States has proceeded strictly in conformity 
to the law in every particular; and it is not even 
alleged that it has not done so. 


Mr. MAYNARD. Before the gentleman from | 


Virginia takes his seat, I wish to ask whether 
these claimants have, in fact, sustained any actual 
loss in this transaction ? 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I think they have. 


| As far as [am informed, they have failed thus far 





to collect their costs and charges on the iron. 
Mr. MAYNARD. Then, is it not incumbent 
on the Government to reimburse them? 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 


receipt for it, they binding themselves by the act 
to stand responsible to the Government for the 
| duties due on the iron. 
of possession over the jron—a double right; first 
as consignees for their advancement of charges, 


Here was a second right 


which entitled them to possession; and next, by 
the possession given them by the Government. 
The railroad company had no control over this 


| matter; and whenever it was subject to be removed, 


|| if it was upon their order at all, it was onl 


it was not on order of the railroad company; or 
after 
having obtained the consent of Smith & Hunt as 
consignees; and as they were acting in the char- 
acter of consignees and bailees, they were enti- 
tled to have the first satisfaction for the advance- 
ments which they had made upon it, before they 


could be called upon to surrender the iron to any 


That brings me to | 


the consideration of the question which the gen- | 


tleman suggests. The question I ask is, whether 


these parties have not a subsisting demand upon | 


the railroad company? They have such a de- 
mand. Nobody questions that. On the contrary, 


| they have broughta suit in Toledo, and recovered 
| the costs and the charges they had paid on account 


| 


of their importing thisiron. Isay, they have re- 
covered a judgment against the company; but 
the judgmentis worthless, for the reason that the 
company is insolvent, as I understand—utterly 
insolvent. But is that an answer to the question 
why Uncle Sam should foot the bill? 

Mr. COX. It is a question of equity. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
man from Ohio if, because these parties fail in 
enforcing their claim against the railroad com- 
pany, that is a sufficient reason why they should 
come to the Government of the United States and 


| ask us to appropriate a sum sufficient to reimburse 


1 || them? _ For it comes to that, I repeat, Mr. Speaker, 
Frods in transitu and got possession of them. | 
hey did not want the goods at Evansville, but | 


to recapitulate, that the United States, in this 
matter, have done nothing that is not in conform- 


I ask the gentle- | 


ity to law. These petitioners have a private de- , 


mand on this railroad company for the money 
they had advanced, but which they have not 
collected because of the insolvency of the com- 


| pany, and they now come here, and, without im- 


| peaching the good faith of the Government in any 


particular, demand that their losses shall be made 
up-to them. I say there is no law, nor is there 
any equity, t@ sustain the claim, and it involves 
principles which are dangerous and alarming for 
us to establish. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, obtained the 


floor. 


parties but the Government. I believe I am cor- 
rect so far in stating the facts of the case. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I have only to say 
that the facts, as stated by me, are not contro- 
verted by the report, nor even by the parties them- 
selves. The iron came into their possession, and 
if they had rights above those of the United States, 
I ask why it is that they did not avail themselves 
of their rights? If they lost their claim through 
their own negligence, they ought not to come 
here for relief. 

Mr. PETTIT al have stated the facts justasthey 
exist in the report. Before the iron had reached 
Toledo, this railroad company was notoriously 


| btnkrupt, and the Secretary of the Treasury was 


notified of that fact. The stock of the company 
was worth nothing; not a single step in the prog- 
ress of the work was being made at that time. 


| But it became desirable that those persons who 


stood in the position of bondholders should ob- 
tain possession of the iron, as security for their 
own payment, without the necessity of paying 
the claim of Smith & Hunt for costs and charges, 
for which they had a lien upon the iron; and the 
sequel of the transaction was only the execution 
of that purpose. A person affecting to have con- 
nection with this company made application to 
the Secretary of the Treasury to have this iron 
removed from Toledo, at the western extremity 


_ of Lake Erie, to Evansville, in the southwest part 


of Indiana. Sir, it ought to have been within the 


| knowledge of the Secretary of the Treasury, if 


| 


} 


it were not, that when he was asked to transfer 
this iron to a new bonded warehouse, the point 
of its new destination was a distance of almost 
three hundred miles from any point of this road; 
almost twice as far as the port of Toledo. Such 
a request was enough to arouse suspicion. 

Mr. HOARD. t me call the attention of the 
gentleman from Indiana to what the Secretary of 


|| the Treasury says in that regard. He says: 


i 


“ Thefaw gave the latter the option to enter the iron for 


i| consumption at Toledo and pay the duties there, or to enter 
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it for transportation in bond to some other port, and carry 


it nway from Toledo. Had the Department been satisfied 
that the company intended to exercise their option in such 


a manner as to take away the lien of Smith & Hunt, it had 
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i 


no power to prevent them from transporting the iron from || 


the port of Toledo to another port, In giving the bonds re- 
quired by the regulations under the warchouse laws.” 
Mr. PETTIT. 1 submit that that is not a cor- 
rect interpretation of the law. . 
Mr. HOARD. It is the interpretation of the 


present Secretary of the Treasury upon the rights | 


of the parties. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Thatis the test. I | 


want the gentleman from Indiana to make this 
plain. If he does it, 1 will be glad to see the bill 
passed. 
superior rights to those of the United States? 

My. PETTIT. Smith & Hunt’s right was 
one of possession, consented to both by the rail- 
road company and by the Government, confirmed 
ore by Aer piventeh of money which they 
had made 


lute against the railroad company, until their 


charges were paid. The United States had but | 


one right, and that was to demand that its duties 
should be paid. Beyond that, it had no right. 
It no no right of possession, except as accessory 
to this.« 

Now, Mr. Speaker, witha distinct knowledge on 
the part of the Secretary of the Treasury that this 
company was insolvent, with the knowledge that 
there was a purpose of diverting this iron and di- 
vesting that lien, the order was made which did 
this large injury to Smith & Hunt, when they 
were present protesting against the act and ten- 
dering to the Government the full amount of its 
duties. I repeat, that Smith & Hunt tendered to 
the Government, for the purpose of saving their 
lien, the full amount of its duties. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 put this question 
tothe gentleman. Hesaid,in his opening remarks, 
that these men had a double lien upon this prop- 
esty. [want him to tell us why, if they had equal 
of superior rights, they could not have asserted 
them? 

Mr. PETTIT. Ifthe gentleman will hear me 
through, I wil! reply to the point he has made, and 
will show why that second right, derived from the 
Government itself, was one which the Government 
could not defeat until first Smith & Hunt were put 
in that position where they gotall theirown. But 
I wish to go on for one moment with these facts. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Where was that money 
tendered, and why was it refused? 

Mr. PETTIT. 
it was tendered to the collector of Toledo, in his 
office in the city of Toledo, and the Government 
here was notified of that fact. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I would like the gentleman 
to tell me whether the transfer of the iron from 
Toledo to Evansville, or the order of transfer, was 
protested against at the time by these claimants? 

Mr. PETTIT. I will answer. 

Mr. GOOCH. I object to interruptions of the 
gentleman's speech, until after he makes all his 
statements. If he is allowed to proceed without 
interryption, he will make a statement, preven, 
that some of us can understand. That will not be 
the case if twenty men are allowed to interrupt 
him at every step. 

Mr. PETTIT. I will avoid being interrupted 
hereafter. But it is most convenient here to an- 
swer the question of the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, [Mr. me ATHSAD.| The question is as to 
whether these parties did any act in the character 
of a protest against the removal of this iron from 
their possession. Smith & Hunt, as shown b 
this report, did protest against it in terms; and, 
in addition, attempted to protect their rights by 
the intervention of the courts of Ohio; but, under 
the authority of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
the United States district attorney, supported by 
the marshal and a posse, entered their private 
warehouse and took possession of this iron and 
gave it into possession of the agent of this rail- 
road company. Have I answered the gentleman 
from Tennessee? 

Now, Mr. Speaker, let us look at what was 
occurring at the time, for it was not all aécom- 
plished in a few days; the transportation of this 
iron having d on many days, as it was 
moved forward, in small parcels, by boats. 
The Secretary of the Treasury was, at the ae 
ment, absent from Washington. The shipmént 


Had these gentlemen, Smith & Hunt, | 


I will answer the gentleman. |! 


| 
| 


, which established a lien everywhere || 
allowed, and which made their possession abso- | 





| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





of this iron, according to the shipping bills, did 
not contemplate that it should go further than 
Logansport, less than one hundréd and fifty miles 
from Toledo. It came to the knowledge of the 


_ collector at Toledo. The shipment of the iron was 


stopped on its way at Logansport, and was di- 
verted from that point, and was being laid down 
upon the road, and he communicated the fact at 
once to the Department of the Treasury, at Wash- 
ington. The acting Secretary of the Treasury 
here interposed, and forbade the removal of any 
more of the iron. Mr. Guthrie was at Louisville. 


_ The agent of the railroad company went to Lou- 


isville, and obtained from him there an order 
countermanding and subverting the order of the 


| acting Secretary here. In pursuance of that order 


countermandin the order of the acting Secretary, 
this property, by the violent act of the officers of 
the United States, was removed from the posses- 


| sion of Smith & Hunt. 


I have said that Smith & Hunt, at the time of 
receiving this iron in Toledo, besides the posses- 


_ sory right belonging to them asconsignees, derived 
| anadditional right , from the fact that they became, 


_ by the Government’s consent, the 
| housemen of the Government, an 





} 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


rivate ware- 
executed to 
the Government their receipts forthisiron. Itis 


a legal consequence of*this fact that it was not | 


the right of the Government to reclaim its posses- 
sion by the violent and arbitrary action of its offi- 
cers. Thisisthe reason why, in answer to the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, [Mr. Smiru,] I have called 
attention to this point. So that the wrongful ac- 
tion of the Government, in the official order which 
divested the control of this property from Smith 
& Huntand impaired and destroyed their lien, and 
the act of violence by which it was seized from 
their possession, are alike indefensible. 

Mr. STANTON. There is one fact which I 
wish to inquire about, and which with me is 
conclusive. I want to know by what authority 
this property was taken out of the possession of 
Smith & Hunt? Was it by order of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, by the United States mar- 
shal, or by the party which claimed it? 

Mr. PETTIT. it was done by the order of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, made at Louis- 
ville, countermanding the order made by.the act- 
ing Secretary of the Treasury at Washington; and 
then the possession of the iron was got by force, 
through the instrumentality of the United States 
marshal and his posse. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I call for the 
previous question. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I want to saya 
word or two, and I hope the call for the previous 
question will be withdrawn. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Having an 
hour after the debate is closed, I will yield a part 
of my time to the gentleman. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Mr. Speaker, I 
wish to say a word in justification of the vote I 
propose to cast upon this bill. 

r. WASHBURNE, of Lllinois. I yield to 
the gentleman a portion of my time for that pur- 


ose. 
. Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I examined this 
question at the last Congress very carefully, and I 


| was fully of the impression then that these + cae 


cants, Smith & Hunt, should be remunerate 
have now a general recollection of the facts, and 
upon that general recollection I have pronounced 
my opinion and acted thus far, and propose so to 
do hereafter. My recollection is to this effect: 
that Smith & Hunt had a lien as special ware- 
housemen. Whetherthey had asassignees, or not, 
is immaterial to the question, in my judgment. 
It would strengthen their claim, to be sure; but the 
facts I have in view are ample to sustain this case. 
The goods were entered at the port of New York. 
They were entered for this railroad company. 
They were transported under the Warehouse act 
from New York to Toledo, a port of delivery. 
They were putin bond; and when they were with- 
drawn at Toledo, the duties were obliged to be 
paid tothe Government. Smith & Hunt were the 
pecial bonded warehousemen. Jhey asserted 
at they had alien for their warehouse dues: The 
Government asserted that it had a lien for its du- 
ties, As warehousemen, they undoubtedly could 
not tender the amount of duties to the Govern- 
' ment; theassignees, or they who entered the goods 
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| at the port of New York, alone having that pow., 


The lien, therefore, of the Gover. we 
| ted States was at that time, as ramen ofthe Ua 
| in order to allow the Government to Steet be, 
functions, superior to the lien of any individe e 
in whatever capacity they may be actine uals, 
Mr. aaeve Sof Pennsylania, Dol under 
pe ; that this claim is simply for warehouse 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. F 
that accrued to Smith & Hunt, 





or the charges 


d he 
a they professed to hold a Mew, pede 


which charges they undoubtedly did hold q ie 
as against everybody except the United States. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. When they 


became, by their own consent, the ownp ; 
warehouse, did they not deliver the goods inte ‘A 
warehouse free from all that lien ? . 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. No, sir, 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I desire to as 


| 
| 
| 
| 





k the gen- 


n 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I cannot yield noy 
1 am merely stating these facts in defense of my 
own vote; and after I have finished, { wil] ) 
the gentleman’s questions. 

r. UNDERWOOD. But the gentleman says 
that the Government of the United States had a 
superior lien. Now, does he hold that an jnqj. 
vidual holding an inferior lien, is not bound to pa 
the superior lien before he can take the property 
to satisfy his own lien? 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. As an abstract 
question of law, the gentleman from Georgia js 
| right; but if he will listen to what I have to say 

he will understand that this proposition, as an 
equitable proposition, is equally as clear as the 
legal one which he has proposed for my consid. 
eration, namely: that if the Government possessed 
a lien, and used that lien designedly for the de- 
| struction of individual property, that Government 
| should, by all rules, be obliged to compensate for 
| the injury which it does. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. ‘Will the gentleman 
say that the Government did this, thing design- 
edly? 


y 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I must proceed 
with my statement of the facts of this case; whieh 
facts are necessary for a proper understanding of 
| this case by the House. In reference to these cus- 
tom-house laws, the laws of the land require re- 
form, and demand reform, for they are oppressive 
and injurious; and this is one of the abuses and 
injuries done by the operation of these custom- 
i house laws. Under this warehouse law, and the 
regulations of the Department which depend upon 


answer 





ante ESO 


it, is it that the Government is authorized, in parts 
where there are no ports of delivery, ta,transport 
oods, and to make constructive warehouses along 
the route. And so all along the line of this rail- 
road the Department were authorized to, and did, 
make constructive warehouses; so that, in fact, 
an ambulatory warehouse was all along the route 
of that railroad, wherever the necessities of the 
company required that it should be created. 
And thus it was, in passing this railroad iron 
from Toledo to Evansville and elsewhere, that 
the railroad iron was secured by the company 
itself and laid down upon the rail, and at the time 
it became a part of the realty, the lien of these 
gentlemen here claiming relief was destroyed, even 
after the lien of the Government was destroyed 
by the payment of duties to the Government. | 
say this: that under the administration of the ware- 
house law, the Department unwarrantably creates 
these constructive warehouses along roads, and 
having done so in this instance, furnished an 1n- 
strument in the hands of these*bondholders, or the 
corporators of this railroad company, by which, 
having discharged the lien of the Government ‘or 
their duties by the payment of them, they were 
enabled to escape the lien of the warehouse by 
spiking the rails upon thegpad. Thisis the wrong 
done in this case, “Therefore it was that I gave my 
assent to this bill; and although the lien of the 
Government is first in order, and should be dis- 
ch according to the laws of the land, yet that 
lien having been exerted for the injury of these 
ar and the eres: having inflicted 
;, it should rem t wrong. 
Mr. WASHB of Maine. "Bid not these 
ntle ithé& Hunt—have such a lien upon 
the iron that they had the right to pay the duues, 


> 
er TON COCHRANE. “No, sir. If they 
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“ad that right and did not avail themselves of it, 
on would be remediless here. 
"Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. It would seem 
yoy had the right, by making a tender to 
he Government; and when they did that, their 
cones were superior to those of the Government; 
ney when the Government, by its power, by its 
sical force, took the iron from their posses- 
eS the Government became, not only equitably, 
but legally, liable to pay their bills. I understand 
these genulemen did tender to the collector at To- 
jedo the amount of duties due to the Government 
* the iron. They were the assignees; they were 
hailees; they had an interest in this iron; and they 
nad the right, in order to protect themselves, to 
make a tender to the Government. They did do 
so; and from that time, it seems to me, that their 
rights were paramount to the rights of the Gov- 
Te HIN COCHRANE. _If the facts as- 
nae by the gentleman from Maihe be correct, 
there can be no doubt at all about this question; 
for in that case, the tender of the amount of the 
lien would be a discharge of the lien. But in this 
case, Smith & Hunt were not the persons who 
entered the goods in the portof New York. They 
were entered in the names of other persons, and 
these men were only special warehousemen, _ 

Then, if that be right, the position which I ori- 
sinally took is the one which now presents itself 
for our consideration: whether the Government, 
having injuriously administered its right of lien, 
and its power over this merchandise, so that the 
apparent and legitimate lien of other parties was 
injured, should not in equity be held responsible 
for the loss sustained thereby. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time, and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 

The question being on its passage, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. [have agreed 
that the yeas and nays shall be called on the pas- 
sage of the bill. 


that they 


Mr. BURNETT. I propose to the gentleman || 


to let the vote first be taken by division, without 
calling the yeas and nays. Then, if any gentle- 
men wish it, we can have the yeas and nays. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois.. Very well. 
The question was taken. by division; and the 
Speaker declared that the ‘* ayes”’ had it. 
Mr. BURNETT. I call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 84, nays 48; as follows: 


YEAS— Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, now adjourn. 


Allen, Ashley, Babbitt, Bingham, Blair, Brabson, Brayton, 
Briggs, Buffinton, Burch, Butterfield, Carter, John Coch- 
rane, Colfax, Covode, Cox, James Craig, puny Delano, 
Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Ferry, Fior- 
ence, Foster, Frank, Gooch, Hale, Hall, Hatton, Helmick, 
Howard, Hughes, Hutchins, Francis W. Kellogg, William 
Kellogg, DeWitt C. Leach, Loomis, Marston, Charles D. 
Martin, Maynard, McKnight, McPherson, Moorhead, Mor- 
rill, Morse, Nelson, Noell, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pottle, 
Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Scott, Sher- 
man, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stout, Tappan, Theaker, 
Tompkins, Trimble, Van Wyck, Waldron, Walton, Cad- 
walader C. Washburn, Eilihu B. Washburne, Israel \Vash- 
burn, Webster, Wells, Wilson, Windom, Woodruff, and 
Woodson—S4. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Thomas L. Anderson, Ashmore, Branch, 
Bristow, Burnett, Carey, John B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, 
Conkling, Curry, Edmundson Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, 
Hardeman, John T. Harris, Viindman, Hoard, VWolman, 
Houston, ilumphrey, Jackson, Jones, Larrabec, Love, 
Mallory, Elbert 8. Martin, McClernand, Millson, Mont- 
gomery, Laban 'T’. Moore, Sydenham Moore, Niblack, 
Pryor, ugh, Quarles, Reagan, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, 
William Smith, Stallworth Stevens Stevenson, Stokes, 

as, Underwood, and Vance . 

So the bill was passed. 

During the vote, 

Mr. ASHMORE stated that Mr. Kerrr was 
paired off with Mr. Stevens, of Pennsylvania, 
and Mr. Bonnam with Mr. Our. 

Mr. BRANCH said: I ought to state that Mr. 

RLINGAME was called out of the House to-day, 
and I agreed to pair with him on all questions of 
4 political character that might come up. Not 
considering this question a political one, I have 
Yoted mysclf. But I ought to make this statement 
in Justice to Mr. Buruineame. It is on political 
questions that we are pai 


red. 

Mr. CRAWFORD stated that Mr. Farws- 
wortn having been called away from the Hall on 
of cy business, had asked him to pair 
C with him, _That was the reason why he [Mr. 

RAWFoRD] did not vote on this bill. If he had 
Voted he should have voted “ no.”’ 


| when the Speaker signed the same: 
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Mr. CURTIS said: I have paired off on politi- 
cal questions. Ido not know whether this is one 


ornot. (Laughter, and cries of ‘‘ Oh no!’’} Then || 
I vote * in 
Mr. DUNN stated that Mr. Kncore was 
paired off with Mr. Taytor. 
Mr. VAN WYCK stated that Mr. Granam 
was paired with Mr. Dimicx. 
Mr. FRANK stated that Mr. Kenyon was || 
paired. | 
Mr. OLIN moved to dispense with the reading | 


ofthe names. _ 

Mr. BRANCH. I object. This is on the 
passage of a bill, and the names should be read. 

The vote was then announced, as above re- | 
corded. |] 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to re- || 
consider the vote by which the bill was passed; || 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. THEAKER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Billssreported that he had examined, and 
found truly enrolled, bills of the following titles; 


An act (C. C. No. 12) for the relief of Moses 
Noble; 

An act (C. C. No. 82) for the relief of Charner 
T. Scaife, administrator of Gilbert Stalker; 

An act (C. C. No. 92) fer the relief of Mariano 
G, Vallejo; 

An act (C. C. No. 93) for the relief of Lydia | 
Frazee, widow and administratrix of John Fra- 
zee, late of the city of New York; 

An act (C. C. No. 96) for the relief of William | 
Geiger; and 

An act (H. R. No. 243) for the relief of the | 
legal representatives of Charles Porterfield, de- 
ceased. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of || 


the United States, by Mr. James Bucuanan, his 


Private Secretary, informing the House that he | 


had approved and signed an act for the relief of 


the legal representatives of Robert H. Morris, late | 


postmaster of the city of New York; and a joint 
resoiution constituting Macon, Georgia, a port of 


specified, and for other purposes. 
JOHN SONDLES. 
Mr.GARTRELL. I move that the House do 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I ask the gentle- 


| man from Georgia to withdraw his motion for an 


instant. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I will do so. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. There wasa private 
bill before us yesterday (H. R. No. 312) granting 
a pension to John Sondles, and I objected to it. 
With a view to correct, if possible, the injustice 
I then perpetrated, I move to discharge the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House from the further con- 





sideration of that bill, and to have it put upon its 
passage now. 

Mr. BURNETT. Ido not recollect the case; 
but the genileman ought not to have objected un- 
less he had good reason for his objection; and if 
he had, he certainly ought not to come back now 
and ask to have the committee discharged. 

Mr.SMITH, of Virginia. I misunderstood the 


case. 
| Mr.GARTRELL. I renew my motion to ad- 
| journ. 
| ‘ The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
| four o’clock and fifteen minutes, p.m.) the House 


adjourned till Monday. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpar, -April 9, 1860. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gurer. 
The Journal of Saturday last was read and 
approved. ‘ 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


ate a reportof Captain W. B. Franklin, in charge 
of the Capitol extension, made in compliance with 
a resolution of the Senate, on the feasibility and 
expense of moving’the Senate Chamber from its 
present position, so that it will take in the win- 





The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- | 
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dows on the north end or east or west side of the 


oo which was ordered to lie on the table, 


and a motion of Mr. Hane to print it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a letter of the chief clerk of the Court of 
Claims, communicating, in compliance with a res- 
olution of. the Senate, the papers in the case of 
Augustus Steele; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. * 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 

ouse had passed the following bills, in which 
the concurrence of the Senate whs requested: 

A bill (No. 313) granting a pension to Abra- 
ham Crum; 
A bill (No. 314) for the relief of Emma A. 
Wood, widow of the late Brevet Major George 
W. F. Wood, of the United States Army; 


A bill (No. 319) granting a pension to Major 


John F. Hunter; 

A bill (No. 318) for the relief of Andrew E. 
Marshall; 

A bill (No. 320) for the relief of the heirs of 


| Rev. James Craig, deceased; 


. A bill (No. 342) for the relief of James Phelan; 

A bill (No. 344) for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Sylvester Day, late a surgeon in 
| the United States Army; 

A bill (No. 346) for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of P. P. Hall, deceased; 
| <A bill (N6&. 349) for the relief of Peter Roger- 
| son & Son, of St. John’s, Newfoundland, owners 
of the British brig Jessie; and 

A bill (No. 317) for the relief of Smith & Hunt, 
| of Toledo, Ohio. ” 
The message further announced that the House 
| had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 78) for the 
relief of Francis Hiittmann, with an amendment, 
| in which the concurrence of the Senate was re- 
| quested. 
Also, that the House had passed the following 
| bills of the Senate: 
A bill (No. 89) for the relief of Tench Tilgh- 
|| man; and 
A bill (No. 136) for the relief of Thomas Fille- 


brown. 





|| The message further announced that the House 
| entry for the time being, for the purposes therein | 


had ordered, on Saturday last, the 7th instant, at 
twelve o’clock and fifty-six minutes, the prinung 
of a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
answer to a resolution of the Hou@® calling for a 
memoir and charts of Mississippi sound, and for 
information relative to appropriations for naval 
and military defenses of the Gulf coast of Missis- 


sippi. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


|| Mr. BROWN. [received from Dr. Charles 
|| B. New, of Mississippi, a series of resolutions 
which he represents to have passed and been 
adopted by a convention held at Nashville, on the 
10th of October, 1859. Dr. New was a prominent 
| member of thatbody. The convention was called 
|| for the purpose of taking into consideration the 
grievances of southern planters, especially the 
'| navigation of the Mississippi river, and the proper 
|| means for preventing the overflows that annually 
| occur on that stream. Dr. New requests me to 
|| have these resolutions referred to a select commit- 
| tee. I must decline complying with that request, 
|| and ask the Senate to receive the resolutions and 
1 communication, and I move to refer them to the 
|| Committee on Commerce. 
| The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK presented the petition of 
Archibald G. Campbell, praying to be allowed to 
enter the northwest quarter of section thirty, in 
township eighteen, range nineteen, in the old Ca- 
hawba, now the Greenville, land district, in the 
State of Alabama, at $1 25 per acre, or to take it up 
with a bounty land warrant; which was referred 
i 
| 








to the Committee on Public Lands. 

|| Mr. CAMERON presented a petition of mem- 
|| bers of the Senate of Penns lvania, praying that 
| apension begranted to Mrs. dines Bennett, widow 
| of Captain Charles W. Bennett, late of the reve- 
|| nue service; which was referred to the Committee 
|| on Pensions. ’ 2 

Mr. SEWARD presented testimonials in favor 
'| of Captain George C. Stouffer, of the ship Ant- 
|| aretic, for his gallant cohduct in rescuing the offi- 
|| cers and soldiers of the Army and other passen- 





—— 



































a er eee 


[ 


Con 


etnatin andi aanhinh antes ed 
n 


Se a ee eee 


” 


=v 


aa 


es 


ie fer =: y- 


oo ee 


eae oh Od 
roe 


oan 


favo ; 
peelaniiietate in Ree 





1610 


gers from the sinking steamer San Francisco, in 
1854; which were referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

He also presented a petition of Nathan Wil- 
kins and others, praying that the heirs of the mi- 
litia of the Indian wars, and of the war of 1812, 
may be placed on the same footing in regard to 
bounty land as those who served in the war with 
Mexico; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. . 

He also presented a communication from Grin- 
nell, Minturn & Co. and others, praying the 
amendment of ** An actéo limit the liability of 
ship-owners, and for other purposes,’’ approved 
March 3, 1851; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of James A. Gal- 
loway and Lewis Kent, praying that pensions 





_f 


may be allowed the soldiers of the war of 1812; | 


which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

He also presented the petition of Francis Bates 
and others, praying that pensions be allowed to 
the survivors of the militia of the war of 1812, 


who served fourteen days, or were actually en- || 


aged in battle, and to the widows of those who 
fin ve died ormay hereafter die; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. . 
Mr. WILSON presented the petition of Amory 
L. Babcock and others, citizens of Sherborn, Mas- 
sachusetts, and the petition of Noah Fifield and 
others, citizens of Weymouth, Massachusetts, 


praying the repeal of the fugitive slave law of 1850, || 
in the District of Colum- || 
| settlement: of the D 


the abolition of slaver 
bia and in the United States Territories, the pro- 


hibition of the inter-State trade, and the passage | 


of a resolution pledging Congress against the 
admission of any slave State into the Union, the 
acquisition of any slave Territory, and the em- 
ployment of any slaves by any agent, contractor, 
officer, or Department of the Federal Govern- 
ment; which were ordered to lie on the table. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr, FITCH, from the Committee on Printing, 
to whom was referred a motion to print the report 
of Captain W. B. Franklin, in charge of the Cap- 
itol extension, made in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the Senate, on the feasibility and expense 
of moving the Senate Chamber from its present 
position, so that it will take in the windows on 
the north end, or east or west side of the Capitol, 
reported in fgyor of printing the usual number; 
and the report was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a motion to print the message of the 
President of the United States, communicating, in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate, the 
correspondence between the judges of Utah and 
the Attorney General, with reference to the legal 
proceedings and condition of affairs in that Terri- 
tory, reported in favor of printing the usual num- 
ber; and the report was agreed to. 

Mr. GRIMES, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom were referred papers in relation to 
the claim of Stepken Bunnel, a quartermaster’s 
sergeant in the war of 1812, to a pension, asked 
to be discharged from their further consideration; 
which was agreed to. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE, from the Committee on || 


Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
R. No. 220) for the relief of Anson Dart, reported 
it without amendment. 











rected me to report it without amendment, and 
recommend its passage. I shall be gratified if the 
Senate will take it up now, and put it on its pas- 
sage, The Committee on Pensions have had the 
case before them heretofore, and made a favorable 
report, 


Committee of the 
the bill (H. R. No. 273) for the relief of Mica- 
jah Hawkes, which proposes to place his name 
on the invalid pension roll, at the rate of fifteen 
dollars a manth, being half of his pay proper, to 
commence January 1, 1859, and continue during 
his natural life. 
Mr. KING. Is there a report in that case? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. There is. 
| Mr. KING. Let it be read. 
'* ‘The Secretary commenced to réad the report. 
Mr. KING. 1 withdraw the call. I have heard 
a satisfactory explanation of the case. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 


third time, and passed. 


JOUN R. BARTLETT. , 
Mr. BRAGG. The Committee on Claims, to 


|| whom was referred the memorial of John R. Bart- | 
line 


lett, late commissioner to run the boundar 
between the United States and Mexico; and also 
the memorial of Thomas W. Tansil, late quarter- 
master of that commission, have instructed me to 
reporta joint resolution. If there be no objection, 
I ask that the joint resolution be put on its pag- 
sage now, as it merely refers this matter to the 
artment of the Interior. 
There being no objection, the joint resolution 
(S. No. 27) authorizing the settlement of the ac- 
counts of John R. Bartlett, late commissioner 
of the United States to run and mark the bound- 
ary line between the United States and Mexico, 
‘and for other purposes, was read twice, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 
It proposes to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to adjust the accounts of John R. Bart- 
| lett, late commissioner of the United States, un- 
der the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, upon prin- 
ciples just, fair, and equitable to Bartlett and to 
| the United States, and in conformity with the usage 
in stch cases; and also to ascertain, in making 
the adjustment, whether Bartlett has received a 
credit in his account with the Government, and 
if so, to what amount, for advances, if any, made 


| by Thomas W. Tansil, late quartermaster and 


Mr. LANE. The Committee on Public Lands, | 


to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 149) mak- 


| 


ing appropriations to supply a deficiency in the | 


appropriations forthe completion of the geograph- 
ical survey of Oregon and Washington Territo- 
ries, have directed me to report it without amend- 
ment. I ask that the papers accompanying the 
bill be printed. 

The bill was read, and passed to a second read- 
bag aine the papers were ordered to be printed. 

r. THOMSON, from the Committee on Pen- 

sions, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Nancy Stout, widow of Joseph Stout, a soldier 
in the war of the Revolution, praying to be al- 
lowed a pension, submitted an adverse report ; 
which was ordered to be printed. 


MICAJAH HAWKES. 


Mr. THOMSON. The Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was refefred the House bill (No. 
273) for the relief of Micajah Hawkes, have di- 


| commissary of the boundary commission, to offi- 
cers and men in its employment, and claimed by 
Tansil to be due to him at the time of his turning 
over his transfer list of the officers and men, by 
| order of Bartlett, to George W. Thurber, his suc- 
| cessor; deducting from the amount such sums as 
_have been paid to Tansil, so as to ascertain the 
| balance, if any, due to him by Bartlett. On the 
adjustment of the accounts, the amount, if any, 
ascertained to be due to Bartlett, is to be paid to 
him, if it shall appear that he has first paid and 


be due by him to Thomas W. Tansil. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate, 
wale to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 


| CHICAGO IARBOR. 


Mr. CLAY. On Friday last, when | was de- 
tained from the Senate by indisposition, the House 
resolution No. 11, being a resolution to provide 
for the manner of expending the balance of an 
_ appropriation for the works and piers in order to 
| preserve and secure the light-house at Chicago, 
| Illinois, was called up by the Senator from Illi- 

nois, (Mr. nee was passed by the Sen- 
ate. I presume the Senate did not observe that it 
had been adversely reported by the committee of 
| which I have the honor of being chairman. It was 
| my desire to assign the reasons for our adverse 
| report; and on mentioning it to the Senator from 
Illinois, he advised me that he would move a re- 
consideration. I do not propose at this time to 
enter into the’ reasons; but I will do so to-morrow, 
with the indulgence of the Senate, in deference to 
the convenience of others. — 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I desire to state that before 
I came into the Senate on Friday mene, I re- 
ceived a m that there was a bill ing in 
which I felt an interest. 1 came in and made the 
motion to take up this joint resolution, without 


ST 
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here being no_ objection, the Senate, as in | 
Whole, proceeded to consider | 

| 

| 


satisfied any amount that may be ascertained to | 





April 9, 


noticing the absence of the Senator fro 
Itoccurred to me immediately after 





m Alabama, 


, the re 
was passed, and on reflection I remembered im” 
» Mat 


I had made a personal reque j 
should not aul up for aes . - oo he 
In view of that fact, it occurred to me that nee, 
not courteous for me to call it up in his po was 
For this reason I feel bound to move a — 
|| eration, to give him an opportunity to sub ened. 
objections to it. Then | shall ask the a ais 
make a test question against reconsideration. h? 
[ intend making the motion to reconsider fos he 
| purpose of letting the question go over whe : 
| morrow morning, when we can take a Vote 7 
| now move that the vote by which the resoluti I 
was passed be reconsidered = 
The motion to reconsider was recorded 
by common consent, it was passed over y; 
morrow. 


n 


3 and, 
itil to. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


| 
|| Mr. WILSON gave notice of his intention tp 


ask leave to introduce a bill for the more effectual 


suppression of the slave trade. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


|| Mr. BROWN asked, and by unanimous con 

sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S.No 385) 
to incorporate the Prospect Hill Cemetery; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. KENNEDY asked, and by unanimous 
|| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No 
| 386) explanatory of an act entitled “ An act sy. 

plementary to an act to authorize notaries public 
| to take and certify oaths, affirmations and ac. 
| knowledgments in certain cases;’’ which was read 
|| twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 


| WASHINGTON JAIL. 


Mr. HALE. I want to call the attention of the 
chairman of the Committee on the District of Co- 
|| lumbia to a single fact. Some time since there 
was a resolution introduced into the Senate, and 
passed, instructing that committee to inquire into 
the state of the prison in this city. I have had 
| occasion to visit it within a day or two; indeed, 

I did yesterday, and I do think that the prison of 








' 


| this city would be a disgrace to any savage peo- 
|| ple. I found it filled with blacks, from head to 
foot, from turret to foundation; and I suppose the 
fact that they are of adark complexion is enough 
to account for that; but, in the midst of all that, 
I found a. white boy, about thirteen or fourteen 
| years of age, a resident of this city, who, by the 

order of some justice, who, 1 suppose, thought 
there was a law for it, was taken from the pro- 
|| tection of his mother, without the suspicion of 
'| crime or the allegation of it; but the justice thinks 
} some two or three weeks hence he may havea 
1 pe trial, in which it will be convenient "to 
| have this boy testify; and in this city, by order 
|| of law, that boy has been torn from the protec- 
tion of his mother’s house, and locked up in the 
midst of the crime and filth of the filthiest jail 
that can be found on the face of God’s earth, and 
that boy has to stay there for two or three weeks. 
That is the condition of this prison; and I do beg 
the Committee on the District of Columbia that 
they will give some attention to it; and if the chair- 
man of the committee is here, I wish he would 
inform us if there is to be anything done in that 


respect. 
Mr. BROWN. [am ready to answer the In- 
quiry of the Senator. _The committee have ivt 
several years had this subject under consideration, 
and have constantly agreed with the honorable 
Senator, and three or four times been prepared to 
report in favor of an appropriation for the con- 
|| struction of a new prison; but every time we get 
the question up we are met by outside influences 
against building a house on the old site, or on any 
new site that we have been able to select. That 
is the trouble. If the outside influences were dis- 
regarded in the Senate, we should long since have 
settled this difficulty; but reports of committees 
are borne down by influences brought in throug 
members of this body. More than four year 
since—I think about five years, now—we repor'’ 
an item in the appropriation bill in favor of com 
structing a new prison. It was attacked from 
every.quarter. It was said it must not be puto 


the old site; for that was offensive to ever body, 
Then we 


and destroyed everybody’s property. 
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1860. 
ed to have it put near the arsenal, where the 
’ itenuary NOW stands; and we were met by 
ae influence, saying that it would not do, 
= se that ground was wanted for the arsenal 
een. We then proposed to purchase a piece 
Ceround. Everybody wanted to sell. We could 
- buy from one party, because other people 
would ee and say, ‘* You pay that person too 
” 
meee been since. If the Senate will agree to 
S ad ‘by the committee, you will have a propo- 
= before you before to-morrow night to build 
pen oh on a modern plan—a proper one, such as 
. ht tobeerected; but we want to know, before 
Sink our report here, if these pestilential out- 
side influences are to overturn us, as they have 
done heretofore—not only on this question, but on 
half a dozen others, That is the whole case. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I want to say a word about 
this jail. There has been a good deal of talking 
about ithere. All that the chairman of the Dis- 
trict Committee has said in relation to the efforts 
that have been made to make the jail is true; and 
we have had a great deal of patriotic #dignation 
hereabout this jail. Itisa very bad one, T agree; 


but [ should like to have some gentleman tell me | 


what obligation we are under to build a jail here. 
| should like to have gentlemen tell me what ob- 
ligation there is imposed on the General Govern- 
ment to expend half a million dollars to build a 


jail for this District? When they answer me that | 


yestion, | will go with them to build it. 

Mr. BROWN. A single word. 
discussion is out of order, but I will answer the 
honorable Senator from Maine why we are under 
an obligation to build it. The courts that sen- 
tence these yop are our courts; the marshul and 
his deputies who take them into custody are our 
oficers. The prisoners are fed at our expense, 
because they are arrested by our authority; and, 


being our prisoners, we are under an obligation, | 


asa matter of course, to furnish a prison-house in 
which to incarcerate them, as much soas Portland 
is bound to furnish a jail there, or any county in 
the Senator’s State is Sound to furnish a jail. ‘The 
Federal Government furnishes court-houses in all 
the States for the accommodation of its courts; and 
whenever the States refuse to receive its prison- 


ers, it is compelled in all the States to furnish its | 
own prison-houses. There is the whole explana- 


tion. They are our prisoners. The Mayor of this 
city never sent a man to jail here in his life, nor 
do any other local officers. They send men to 
lock-ups in the city, to station-houses, gad not to 
the county jail. 
this city are sent there by the authority of the Fed- 


eral Government—by officers bearing its commis- | 
sion. Therefore, they are the prisoners of the | 


United States; and the United States is as much 
bound to furnish a house in which to retain them 


as prisoners as it is to furnish houses in the States | 


in which to try civil or criminal offenses. 


FORT ATKINSON RESERVATION. 
Mr. HARLAN: I move that the Senate take 


up the bill (S. No. 371) for the relief of certain | 


settlers in the State of Iowa. This bill, as it is 
how proposed substantially, passed the Senate at 
the last session; and it will consume no time, I 
am sure. } 

_The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 
371) fordhe relief of certain settlers in the State 
of lowa, was read the second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
to declare the east half of section eight, section 
seventeen, and the east half of section eighteen, 
in township ninety-six north, of range nine west, 
in the State of Iowa, formerly reserved for Fort 
Atkinson and an Indian 


for public uses, to be subject to the ordinary dis- 
position of the public lands, in the same manner 
and on the same conditions as are provided by 
law; and that such persons as may have hitherto 
settled thereon, and who would have been enti- 
tled to the right of pommnaties under the act of 
September 4, 1841, had the reservation not been 
made, are to be entitled to preémpt their claims 
in accordance with the provisions of that act, by 
one proof, payment, and entry at the proper 
istrict office within twelve months. 

bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
© engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
ume, and passed. 


thus we were thwarted at every point, | 


I know this | 


“hose who are sent to prison in | 


agency, and since re- | 
leased and abandoned, as being no longer needed | 
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! 
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CITY OF BATON ROUGE. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I ask the indulgence of the | 
Senate to take up a private bill that 1 am sure || 
will not lead to any discussion when the bill is 
read, with the see of five or six lines. I move 
to take up the bill (S. Ne. 378) to relinquish the 
title of the United States to certain lands occu- 
pied by the city of Baton Rouge, in Louisiana. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. By the bill, ail the right, title, 
interest, or claim of the United States in and to 
the land occupied by the city of Baton Rouge, 
lying between Florida street on the north and the | 
South Boulevard on the south, as shown by an | 
original map of the city, on file in the office of the | 
clerk of the sixth judicial district court of Loui- | 
siana, at East Baton Rouge, on the 14th of March, | 
1860, will be relinquished to the Mayor and Coun- || 
cil of the city of Baton Rouge, in trust for the sev- | 
eral use and benefit of the owners of lots therein, 
according to their respective interests. This act 
is only to be construed as a quit claim on the part 
of the United States, and is not to affect the in- 
terests of third parties, nor preclude a judicial | 








investigation in relation to the title to all or any || 


portion of the lands relinquished. 
Mr. SLIDELL. Let the Secretary read the | 
report. Jt is very short. 
he Secretary read the following report: 
The Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was 


referred the petition of the Mayor and Council of the city || 


of Baton Rouge, have the honor to report : 


That from the titles and documents produced by the peti- || 


tioners, it appears that a considerable part of the city of 
Bgton Rouge was laid out on certain lands granted by the 
French and Spanish Governments long anterior to the ces- 
sion of Louisiana to the United States ; but that said grants 
never having been presented to any board of commissioners 
for confirmation, the lands still appear as public lands on 
the maps of the Land Office, and the citizens are harassed 
by apprehensions lest they be disturbed in their ancient 
possessions, and it is by reason of these apprehensions that 
an appeal is now made to Congress for the passage of an 
act quieting their tite. 

The Commissionerof the General Land Office, to whom 
the matter was referred for information by the committee, 
has drafted the annexed bill for the purpose of putting an 
end to all doubt on the subject, and the committee, approv- 
ing the same, now recommend its passage. | 


Mr. KING. I should like to inquire whether 
this land has been used by the United States for 
any public purposes heretofore. 

Mr. SLIDE L. Never. It forms part of the 
town of Baton Rouge. I suppose there are three 
or four hundred different proprietors. It is an 
ancient title. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


RAILROAD LANDS IN ARKANSAS. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I am instructed 
by the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was 
referred a resolution of the Legislature of Arkan- 
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all their improvements, and the benefit of all their 
labor go to the railroad company. I do not know 
that the act itself will be a welcome one to the 
stockholders in the railroad; because it calls on 
them to release their righ: to valuable lands, to- 
gether with the improvements that the labors of 
others have plated on them. I do not think it 
right, however, that the railroad should 
benefit of the labor of these people. The 


| refund their money to them. They will then lose 


et the 
overn- 


| nent having already received pay for these lands, 


is only asked to consent to a release on the part 


| of the State or her legal representatives, or in other 


words, the railroad stockholders, and to allow the 
railroad to take other lands in lieu—those other 
lands being specified. Where the lands thus re- 
leased by the railroad company are within the six- 
mile grant, they are to take ae lands within six 
miles in place of those released. Where the Jands 
are outside of the six miles, and within the fifteen 
| miles, then the railroad company may take lands 
within the nine miles outside of the six in lieu of 
those they release, or may go out on any other of 
the public lands that are subject to private entry. 
These are the conditions and provisions of the 
bill. I ask that the Senate allow it to be passed. 
|The Government loses nothing whatever by it. 
The bill was read the second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. No amend- 
ment being proposed, it was reported to the Sen- 


ate, ordered to be engrossed, read the third time, 
and passed. 


CAPTURE OF MEXICAN STEAMERS. 


Mr. SUMNER. I offer the following resolu- 
tion, and, as I see the chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations is notin his place, I merel 
offer the resolution, to lie on the table for*the 
present: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be 
instructed to consider by what title or right the Saratoga, a 
ship-of-war belonging to the United States, has undertaken, 
in time of peace, and without the sanction of Congress, to 
use force against two other vessels of war at that time in 
| Mexican waters, and, after a bloody contest, to capture the 
same,and bring them, as pretended prize of war, into a port 
of the United States, holding their officers and crews as 
| prisoners ; and also toconsider if any action of Congress be 
required to prevent the recurrence of such a collision and 
such assumption to make prize of war and prisoners in time 
of peace. 





M. C, GRITZNER. 


Mr. BIGLER. I move to take up the bill (S. 
| No. 238) for the relief of M. C. Gritzner. It will 
take but a minute. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. It proposes to appropriate $379 77, to be 
paid to M. C. Gritzner, out of the patent fund, 
| for compensation and damages on account of the 
| rescinding by the Government of acontract madé 
with the Commissioner of Patents, on the 30th of 
March, 1857, for the execution of descriptions 








sas, to report a bill, and ask that it be passed. 


The bill (S. No. 387) for the relief of certain || 


actual settlers on land granted to the State of Ar- 
kansas for railroad purposes, was read the first 
time, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I will state to 
the Senate that the bill relates entirely to lands 
that have already been granted to the State of 
Arkansas for railroad purposes. I will read the | 


| and illustrations of the Patent Office report for 
| that year, before the work was completed; this 
sum, if received, to be in full satisfaction for his 
| claim under the contract. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
| time, and passed. 


| DISTRICT BUSINESS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair must 


concluding part of a letter of the Commissioner || call up the special order at this hour, which is the 
of the General Land Office, which bears on the || unfinished business of Saturday. The Secretary 


subject, so that the Senate may see what it is. | 
He says: || Mr. BRO 
1 


“I therefore herewith inclose the draft of a bill, in ac- 
cordance with your request. The effect of this will be, if 


matured into a law, to confirm the preémption entries upon | 


the conditions stated, which were made from the time of 
‘ marking the line of the roads, on the face of the earth,’ to 
the date of the filing of the maps or plats of survey of the 
line of said roads in this office.”’ 

The bill provides that those parties who settled 
on lands upon the line of the Cairo and Fulton 
road, and were preparing for preémption, and have 
since, under the belief that they were entitled to 
them, matured those preémptions, and paid their 
money into the Treasury of the United States for 
lands which it turns out were previously granted 
to the railroad, shall be entitled to the land, pro- 
vided the State of Arkansas will release her in- 
terest. If the bill is not passed, the parties who 
have paid into the Treasury of the United States 
for these lands the price asked by the Govern- 
ment, will have to call upon the Government to 


| 


will read the pending amendment. 
N. On Saturday we made a good 
many amendments to the railroad bill, which have 
complicated the question all the way through. We 
'| shall certainly not dispose of it before half past 
| one o’clock, at which hour, I know the Senator 
|| from South Cafolina desires to address the Sen- 
| ate; and I think, punenes the better way would 
| be to postpone the further consideration of this 
| bill until Saturday, and that the bill and amend- 
ments be printed, there have got to be so many of 
| them, and they are so complicated. Senators say, 
** Do not take Saturday.’’ I am sure I shall get’ 
no other day but that for the consideration of Dis- 
|| trict business. | 7 
| Several Senators. Say Thursday. 
Mr. BROWN. I[am willing to take Thursday, 
|| if Senators will allow us to have it. Then, I pro- 
|| pose Thursday, and that this bill and the other 
|| District bills be postponed until that day, and made 
|| the order of the day in. the order in which they 
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end on the Calendar, at one o’clock on Thurs- | 
day. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved and | 
seconded that this bill and the other District bus- | 
iness be made the s 


bill be printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


sentatives were severally read twice by their titles, 
and referred as indicated below: 

A bill (No. 313) granting a pension to Abraham 
Crum—to the Committee on Pensions. 

A bill (No. 314) for the relief of Emma A. 
Wood, widow of Brevet Major George W. F. 
Wood, of the United States Army—to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

A bill (No. 319) granting a pension to Major 
John F. Hunter—to the Committee on Pensions. 

A bill (No. 318) for the relief of Andrew E. 
Marshall—to the Committee on Pensions. 

A bill (No. 320) for the relief of the heirs of 
Rev. James Craig, deceased—to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

A bill (No. 342) for the relief of James Phelan 
—to the Committee on Claims. 


resentatives of Sylvester Day, late a surgeon in 
the United States Army—to the Committee on 
Claims. 

A bill (No. “ for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of P. P. Hull, deceased—to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

A bill (No, 349) for the relief of Peter Roger- 
son& Son, of St. John’s, Newfoundland, owners 
of the British brig Jessie—to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

A bill (No. 317) for the relief of Smith & Hunt, 
of Toledo, Ohio—to the Committee on Commerce. 


MARY WALBACH. 


Mr. POWELL. [I ask the consent of the Sen- 
ate to take up the bill (S. No. 345) for the relief 
of Mary Walbach, widow of the late Brevet Brig- 
adier General John De B. Walbach, of the United 
States Army. 

The motion was agreed to; arid the bill was 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. It provides for placing the 
name of Mary Walbach, widow of the late Brevet 
Brigadier General John De B. Walbach, on the 
pension roll, at the rate of fifty dollars per month, 
commencing on the 10th of June, 1857, for and 
during her natural life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE. 
Mr. WADE. 


morning hour? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) The Chair is advised that the special 
order at half past one o’clock is the resolutions of 
the Senator from Mississippi, on which the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. WILSON. I move to take up a resolu- 
tion, submitted by me the other day, relative to a 
treaty between the United Statesand other Powers 
for the suppression of the African slave trade, 
with a view to refer it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
informed that the resolution has already been re- 
ferred. 

CONTRACTS OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. WILSON. I move to take up, for con- 
sideration, a resolution m relation to contracts 
entered into by the War Department for iron for 
public buildings, and for shot and shells. 

Mr. MASON. I wish to inquire whether that is 
the resolution the Senator first moved to take up? 

Mr. WILSON. No, sir. 

.) Mr.MASON. What is the first resolution? I 
did not hear it announced. 

Mr. WILSON. The first resolution was a res- 
olution to go to the Committe? on Foreign Rela- 
tions, concerning the ow, of passing a joint 
resolution for the right of search on the coast of 
Africa; and when it was submitted it was cbjected 
to and went over, and I see by the here 
that it is now on the table. I want to refer it. 

Mr. MASON. I did not hear the title of the 


Is there a special order after the 


. j 
cial order for Thursday next, || 
at one o’clock, and that the amendments to this | 
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The following bills from the House of Repre- | 
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resolution, nor did I hear the reference made. I | 
was not aware that there was such a resolution. 

Mr. WILSON. Such a resolution was sub- 
mitted. oe 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
informed by the Secretary that the resolution is 
not on the table, but has been heretofore referred. 

Mr. WILSON. I now move to take up the 
resolution I submitted the other day, in relation 
to contracts for iron, &c. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the ark resolution, sub- 
mitted by Mr. Wixsow on the 5th instant: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and 
Militia be instructed to inquire what contracts, if any, | 
have been entered into by the War Department, or by any | 
officer or agent thereof, in the last three years, for iron for | 
the public buildings; whether such contracts were made 
after public advertisement, or otherwise ; the amount of iron 
contracted for, and the amount furnished ; the prices paid, 
or ordered to be paid; and whether the same were in ac- 
cordance with the contracts, or otherwise ; and if not, by 
what authority they were paid, or ordered to be paid ; and 
under what authority of law said contracts have been en- 
tered into, either by the War Department or any officer or 
agent thereof. Also, that said committee inquire what con- 
tracts have been entered into by the War Department for 





| shot or shells, and iron gun-carriages ; or what orders have 


| 
} 
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been given by that Department, or by any officer thereof, 
whether civil or military, for shot or shells, and iron gun- 
carriages ; how such orders or contracts were obtained ; 


A bill (No. 344) for the relief of the legal rep- | under what authority the orders were issued or the con- 


tracts made ; whether by public advertisement in open mar- 
ket, or by close purchase; the reasons for issuing such 
orders or making such contracts ; the necessity for making 
the expenditure ; and if due regard has been had therein to 
the public service. And that said committee have power 
to send for persons and papers, with leave to report at any 
time. 


Mr. YULEE. 
to the resolution. 
Mr. HUNTER.’ I hope it will lie over until 
to-morrow. I do not know that I shall oppose 


I have an amendment to offer 


| it; but it is a long resolution, and I should like to 


have a chance to look at it. The Senator, though, 
can offer his proposed amendment. 

Mr. YULEE. It is of no consequence now. 
1 shall offer an amendment when it comes up. 

Mr. HUNTER. I only ask until to-morrow 
to examine the resolution. I do not know that I 
shall object to it. 

Mr. WILSON. I have no objection to the 
postponement, if the Senator from Virginia wants 
to look at it. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


JOSEPH PATTEE. 


Mr.HAMLIN. [ask the Senate to take up the 
bill (S. No. 346) for the relief of Joseph Pattee. 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. It provides for placing the 
name of Joseph Pattee, late a corporal in the Uni- 
ted States Army, on the invalid pension roll, at 
the rate of eight dollars per month, and to pay 
him at that rate from the 21st of June, 1854, for 
life. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Let the report be read. 
The Secretary read the report, from which it 
appeared that the petitioner enlisted in the thirty- 
fourth regiment United States infantry, on the 
23d April, 1813. When he entered the service 
he was robust and vigorous; and when he returned 
in 1814 he was in feeble health, owing to the ex- 
posures and hardships he endured during the cam- 
paign. From the time he left the service he has 
never been able to perform half the daily labor 
he could endure at the time of his enlistment; and, 
for the last eighteen years, he has rarely been able 
to do any work. He is now poor and entirely 
destitute of property, and dependent on charity 
for the support of himself and wife, who is, and 
has been for many years, in very feeble health, 
and, therefore, he prays a pension. The state- 
ment of the petitioner is fully corroborated by 
Hon. J. D. Farnsworrtn, who was his lieutenant 
during the period in which he served, and since 
judge of the court of probate, Joshua Gould, and 
Asa Laughtons, his comrades. Amos Townsend, 
a practicing physician for more than forty years, 
and residing in the same neighborhood, a we 9 
not in service, knew the petitioner was a y 
man when he entered the service, and knows that, 
when he returned, he was afflicted with the in- 
flammatory rheumatism, which has since become 
chronic; that his present disability was occasioned 
by fatigue and exposure while in the service of 
ete States, and that he is now totally dis- 
abled. 





April 9, 
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The bill was rted to the ‘ 
be engrossed for a third tihng, tea 
time, and passed. ’ 


ACCOUNTS OF ISAAC Cook. 


_ Mr. PS cme cop Satatiay, i 
tion was introdu y the Senator f : 
chusetts, [Mr. Wirson$] relative to the ia 
at Chicago. The resolution, doubtless with, 
being so designed by the Senator, is calculated, if 
it elicits = the papers specifically galled fo 
perhaps to do injustice to that office, | ©; x 
therefore, the adoption of another resolution im 
the same subject, which I now offer: os 
Resolved, That the President be 
cate the Senate coplen 4 of 1. Cesk sane, wo oiris a 
tigations and charges made in relation to his diatheasy 
me duties of, postmarter at Chicago ins, dara 
nt te ice; a : 
scl relative to the same matter. c SPEAmCRL OF hls Cons. 
I am informed ‘by the reporter that th 
tion of the Senator from assachusetts was 
adopted, but laid over. If so, unless it js the 
oer the Senate to adopt both simultane. 
ously —— 
r, WILSON. I moved.to reconsider the yote 
adopting the resolution, and had it laid on the 
table with a view to have an amendment somp. 
thing like that. Perhaps they had better both lie 
over. 
Mr. FITCH. Iam willing. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolution 
will lie over for the present. 


LAURA C. HUMBER. 


Mr. CLAY. I ask the Senate to ‘take up the 
bill (S. No. 227) for the relief of Laura C. Hum. 
ber, widow of Charles H. Humber. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. It proposes to place the name of 
Laura C. Humber, widow of Charles H. Hum- 
ber, late captain in the seventh regiment of the 
United States infantry, upon the pension roll, at 
the rate of twenty dollars per month, to continue 
for life or widowhood. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Is there a report accom- 


—— bill? 
The Secretary read the report. From the ree- 
ords of the War Department, it appears the hus- 
band of the petitioner entered the United States 
Army as a cadet, in September, 1835; was second 
lieutenant of seventh infantry July 1, 1840; first 
lieutenant, September, 1845; brevet captain, “ for 
lant @pd meritorious, conduct in the battle of 
rro Gordo, April 18, 1847;’’ severely wounded 
at San Geranimo, August 19, 1847; and died at 
Fort Smith, Arkansas, January 2, 1858. The 
perme of prays for a pension, on the ground that 
er husband died of disease contracted in the line 
of his duty, in the service of the United States, in 
the war with Mexico. The following facts appear 
in support of her claims: Surgeon J. M. Getty, 
of the United States Army, under date of October 
26, 1857, certifies that he had carefully examined 
Captain Humber, and that he had a stricture of 
the urethra, with disease of the prostate gland, 
from which he has suffered for ten or more years; 
and that in consequence, in his opinion, he was 
unfit for duty. Assistant — Page, United 
States Army, under date of January 16, 1858, 
says that Captain Humber was suffering from 
chronic meninges, which, it is probable, was 
caused by the exposure incident to his service in 
the Army, and while in the line of his ones that 
the disease may have had its origin from the heat 
of a tropical sun, while he was on duty in Mex- 
ico. He further states that Captain Humber died 
from chronic meninges, which, it is probable, was 
caused by the exposure incident to his service 
the Army, and while in the line of his duty. The 
disease may have had its origin from the heat of 
a tropical climate, while he was on duty in Mex- 
ico. Albert F. Dunlap, M. D., states that he 
acted in the capacity of assistant surgeon, (his 
certificate dated October 20, 1858,) and that the 
disease of Captain Humber was chronic enlarge- 
ment of the prostate gland, which was me 
vated by riding on horseback, the general state 
his health row 2 ing him unable to march on foot. 
Mr. TRUMB . I think this is going one 
step further in the way of granting pensic 
hae been done heretofore. The statement of the 
report is, that the physicians say that this office 
may have died in consequence of cont 
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It seems there is no positive state- 


service. rg 
pont to that effect; and unless it is shown affirma- 


; id not die of some other disease, did 
tively fy <a an was notcontracted in the service, 
- bis widow is not entitled toa pension. I be- 
a in all the cases, at least all that I have had my 
ee called to, there has always been the cer- 
tifeate of the physician that the officer had died of 
aise ase contracted in the service, if such was the 
fact lt is not pretended that he died of wounds 
asieed in the service, I presume. If he did, his 
widow would be entitled to a pension under the 

neral law. I think this.is going a step further 
thanany case thathas come under my observation. 

Mr. CLAY. The Senator misa prehends the 
testimony which js presented in the report, and 
he does me great mjustice in euppowing that I 
would urge any pension bill which did not come 
strictly within the spirit of the general law, for I 
believe 1 have the character of being pretty rigid 
in my administration of the pension system. The 
Senator was misled by catching the last word of 
the surgeon’s certificate. One surgeon, Surgeon 


‘Page, says he died of chronic meninges, ‘* which | 


it is probable was caused by the exposure inci- 
dentto his service in the Army,” in Mexico. The 
other testifies substantially to the same effect. I 


am perhaps more familiar with the practice of the | 


Pension bureau and the Pension Committee than 
the Senator is; I have been a member of that 
committee for six years past. It is very rare 
that a surgeon will venture to swear positively 
that a disease was contracted in time of war orin 
the service of the United States; but if the Sena- 
tor had read all the testimony, I am satisfied that 
he would have been thoroughly persuaded that 
this disease was contracted in the United States 
service. The facts are not all detailed in the 
report, and they show that Captain Humber was 
as many as three times relieved from duty on 
furlough, on certificate of the surgeon that he was 
physically incapable of performing his duty; and 

et although he had that certificate, which entitled 

im to an honorable discharge eereserlly from 
the public service, he did not avail himself of it, 
but continued in the service, and at the time of 
his death he died emphatically with the harness on 
his back. He was told, as is testified'to, though 
not presented in the report, thatif he went on the 
service for which he was detailed, it would cost 
him his life; that he was incapable of performing 
the duties and incurring the ‘hardahice and pri- 
vations incident to the tour which he undertook; 
but he went like a true soldier and patriot; and 
his wife, with a moral heroism which is as rare as 
itis admirable, although she had an infant at her 
breast, accompanied him. She lost her infant, I 
believe, before she lost her husband. He reached 
his post, but there he could not receive the med- 
ical attention or the treatment which was neces- 
sary, and he was sent back in a carriage. The 
horses broke down in the snow and were unable 
to proceed further. The persons attending him 
then attempted to carry him ini their arms and 
they broke down supporting him in their arms, 
and he at length heroically begged them to aban- 
don him and let him die where he was. The 
would not, however, do so. They remained with 
him, at length got him intoa post, and he died there 
within a day or two thereafter. It is one of the 
strongest claims to a pension which has ever been 
presented to the committee, and the committee 
unanimously approved it. ‘There was not a dis- 
Senting voice in the committee, and I believe we 

a full committee, and it is a far stronger and 
tter case than any that has been passed by the 
Senate during this session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
obliged to call up the special order of the day, 
which is the resolutions of the Senator from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Davis.] 


RELATIONS OF STATES. 


; The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
ollowing resolutions;submitted by Mr. Davis on 
the Ist of March: 

1. Resol 
tution, rey Re, 
and independent sovere 


in the adoption of the Federal Consti- 
Se eee 

t nga e 
— to be exercised by the Federal Deasamnent for the 
reased security of against dangers, domestic as well 
any cota he one or more 
the others, an any pret cane, 
on pretext r 
ance sal moral, or with a view to their disturb: 
wilting te pversion, is in violation of the Constitution, in- 
to the States so interfered with, endangers their 





domestic peace and tranquillity—objects for which the Con- 
stitution was formed—and, by necessary consequence 
tends to weaken and destroy the Union itself, ; 

2. Resol That negro slavery, as it exists in fiteen 
States of this Union, composes an important portion of their 
domestic institutions, inherited from their ancestors, and 
existing at the adoption of the Constitution, by which it is 
recognized as constituting an important element in the 
are oad powers among the States; and that no 

nge of opinion or feeling on the part ot the non-slave- 
States of the Union, in relation to this institution, 
can justify them, or their citizens, in open or covert attacks 
thereon, with a view to its overthrow ; and that all such 
attacks are in manifest violation of the mutual and solemn 
pledge'to protect and defend each other, given by the States 
respectively on entering into the constitutional compact 
which formed the Union, and are a manifest breach of 
faith, and a violation of the most solemn obligations. 

3. Resolved, That the union of these States rests on the 
equality of rights and privileges among its members; and 
that it is especially the duty of the Senate, which represents 
the States in their sovereign capacity, to resist all attempts 
to discriminate either in relation to persons or property in 
the Territories, which are the common possessions of the 
United States, so as to give advantages to the citizens of 
one State which are not equally assured to those of every 
other State. 

4. Resolved, That neither Congress nor a Territorial Legis- 
lature, whether by direct legislation, or legislation of an 
indirect and unfriendly character, possess power to annul or 


| impair the constitutional right of any citizen of the United 


States to take his slave property into the common Territo- 
ries, and there hold and enjoy the same while the territorial 
condition remains. 

5. Resolved, That if experience should at any time prove 
that the judicial and executive authority do not possess 
means to insure adequate protection to constitutional rights 
in a Territory, and if the territorial government should fail 
or refuse to provide the necessary remedies for that purpose, 
it will be the duty of Congress to supply that deficiency. 

6. Resolved, That the inhabitants of a Territory of the 
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United States, when they rightfully form a cbnstitution to |! 


be admitted as a State into the Union, may then, for the 
first time, like the people of a State when forming a new 
constitution, decide for themselves whether slavery, as a 
domestic institution, shall be maintained or prohibited 
within their jurisdiction ; and “ they shall be received into 
the Union with or without slavery, as their constitution 
may prescribe at the time of their admission.’ 

7. Resolved, That the provision of the Constitution for 
the rendition of fugitives from service or labor, without the 
adoption of which the Union could not have been formed, 
and that the laws of 1793 and 1850, which were enacted to 
secure its execution, and the main features of which, being 
similar, bear the impress of nearly seventy years of sanc- 
tion by the highest judicial authority, should be honestly 
and faithfully observed and maintained by all who enjoy 
the benefits of our compact of union; and that all acts of 


or nullify the requirements of that provision, and the laws 
made in pursuance of it, are hostile in character, subvers- 
ive of the Constitution, and revolutionary in their effect. 

‘ 


Mr.CHESNUT. Mr. President, the resolutions 
introduced by the Senator from Mississippi are 
just, and therefore wise. Inregard tothe subjects of 
which they treat, they announce the true doctrine 
of the Constitution. Among other things, 7 
denounce two capital political heresies: that which 


claims sovereign power for the Government, un- | 


limited power over this subject; and that which 
claims sovereign power for the inhabitants of a 
Territory. One leads straightway to despotism. 
The other, by yielding to usurpation, abandons the 
duty and abdicates the sg authority of the Gov- 
ernment. I oppose both. 

in the principles and the policy announced by the 
resolutions, that I had intended on this occasion to 
discuss them closely and fully; but as they have 
been compassed sheaths by my friend from 
Texas, [Mr. Wiera.t,] who spake the other day 
on this subject, and as I shall have much else 
to say, and may speak more directly hereafter, 
1 eh baliae the Senate from the pain of being 
carried over the same ground on those points, and 
address myself to some cognate matters in which 
the interests of the country are concerned. 

Since the first Monday of last December, nota- 
ble scenes have been presented at the Federal 
Capitol. ‘The representatives of the people of the 
States and the representatives of the States them- 
selves, brought together under the provisions of 
a common Constitution, assembled here with ex- 
cited feelings and opposing thoughts. The collis- 
ions thus produced have made manifest to the 
world the wide and growing estrangement between 
them. The opposing forces have had one angr 
conflict; and now, each standing on itsown ground, 
they present themselves front to front with low- 
ering aspect of distrust, discontent, and mutual 


hostility. Again, they are preparing for another, | 


a fiercer, a grander, and, sir, can we hope a final 
struggle ? The smoke of the first encounter having 
assed away, it may be of some import to surve 
the field, and to explore calmly the causes whic 
have brought us into conflict. I enter upon 
this inquiry with no view to agitate, but I trust 
with the better motive of ascertaiming and recog- 





So entirely do I concur | 





| survive Or perish. 
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nizing the truth; that justice may prevail; that the 
rights of each and the good of al may be secured. 
or the distracted condition in which the coun- 
try is found, many causes have been assigned, 
varying and sometimes opposite, according to 
the predilections, prejudices, and positions of 
those who observe. Domestic African slavery, a8 
it exists in some of these States, is a cause ve 
roximate for present irritation and disturbance; 
ut, sir, beyond this, there is yet another cause, 
which I have long noticed, which has been ob- 
served before, and which is of great force. It is 
the misconception in most cases, in others the ig- 
norance, of the relations of the States to eac 
other, and of the Federal Government to the States; 
in short, of our system of governments, But 
there is yet another cause underlyingall. Itisa 
false and fatal theory of society; a mischievous 
misapprehension of the true velniioas ef men to 
each other, to Government and to society. , 
The vitality which is in the anti-slavery party 
arises out of this false theory, proceeds on this 
selnppeenensian. The life of their creed is the 
equality ofall men ofall races naturally, and there- 
fore should be socially and politically, Their sys- 
tem is theoretical, and altogether French, of the 
period of ‘*victorious anarchy.’’ These gentlemen 
seem to me to disregard the world as itis, and to 
ignore the lessons of experience; whereas the 
people of the South, and the Democratic party of 
the North, generally adopt different opinions. 
ener regard man as he really is, not as presented 
by the imagination of jdealists. They regard the 
races with their natural inequalities, varying ca- 
pacities, and differing necessities. The bdliavs 





| that government, to exercise wisely the functions 


for which it was instituted on earth, must be of 
continual growth; assuming such forms, and pro- 
viding such laws, as the natural inequalities, vary- 
ing capacities, and differing necessities of the dis- 
tinct people upon whom it acts may from time to 
time require. With these, experience is the great 
teacher which holds the light, while reason applies 


| such teaching to secure the steady advancement 
| of society, and provides for the wants of its mem- 
| bers. 
individuals or of State Legislatures to defeat the purpose || 


One is absolute theory, excogitated from 
the brain of the cyclopedists, resting on visions 
of dreamers, which a Linear praves to be un- 
steady, explosive, and destructive. Amideternal 
confusion, it is ever busy in the endless task of 


| dilapidation and reconstruction. The other view 


proceeds upon the laws of nature, and the expe- 
rience of the world. It moves on the accumula- 
tion of well-tried facts, grouped by generaliza- 
tion, and imported into the ever-growing science 
of human government. It adopts a philosophy 
which insures steadiness, peace, and advancement. 

Here is a fundamental difference between us; a 
conflict of ideas; and according to the prevalence of 
one or the other must our system of government 
Now, sir, let us look into these 
causes,and see the practical bearing of them upon 
the condition of the country. 

The anti-slavery feeling and action of the North 

roceed from a combination of elements. One is 
Scannell earnest, though misguided, in which the 
understanding is narrowed by prejudice, and rea- 
son and judgment subservient to passion, wild, 
blind, self-righteous, and reckless; this is fanati- 
cism. Another party, embracing the mass, is un- 
speculative, though impressible. This, without 
being possessed of fanaticism, or perceiving the 
purpose and ruinous tendency of the combination, 
suffers itself to be drawn into the vortex to swell the 
power of a third and controlling element, which is 
purely political. ‘This last seizes upon the other 
two tooo them to its own use, which is the 
attainment of political power. This combination 
now controls nearly every non-slaveholding State 
of the Union; threatens to ingulf the Constitution, 
and sweep from the country every vestige of that 
great heritage which has been transmitted by a 
common ancestry. It constitutes the Republican 
party, as it is called, in this year of grace 1860- 
and against such a power we mustcry, ‘* To your 


| tents, oh Israel!’’ and leave the issue to the God 


of battles. 

Let us examine what this party seeks to ac- 
complish, by what means, and what will be the 
result if it succeeds. 

They seek the emancipation of the negro slaves 
in the Gnited States—one portion directly, and by 
force, if needs be; the other by the longer way of 
circumvention. Both aim at the same end—the 
abolition of slavery in the United States, The 
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relative proportion of these elements cannot accu- || and Brazi! succumb to its influence, and eman- || gaining this command is strik 


rately be stated; but I suppose it will be fair to as- || 
sume that all those who are sympathizers of the || 
notorious Brown, those who canonize his memory 
and sing peans to his name and fame, are of the |; 
first class; and the — is that their numbers are | 
great. The third element is more unquestionable | 
in shape and identity. We know it to be large, | 
complete in organization, adroit and energetic in 
action. Those who compose it seek also to abolish 
slavery in the United States. They proclaim, 
however, that they do not intend to interfere with 
slavery in the States, but, at the same time, declare 
their purpose to restrict it; to preygnt its expan- 
sion; to exclude it from the Territories; to hem it 
in, that increasing numbers may press upon the 
means of subsistence; to make it, if they can, not 
only worthless, but burdensome; to destroy its 
relations, and thus force the exodus of one or the 
othep race from the regions they now occupy in 
the South. 

But this is a slow process. The general object 
is to be pressed on to a more rapid conclusion, if 
it can be done. Meanwhile, for this purpose, all 
the batteries of agitation are to play their cease- 
less thunders. Pulpit politicians, pamphleteers, 
speech-mongers, and all the other howling ele- 
ments of a hellish enginery, are to irritate, dis- 
turb, and endanger. The ina of civil discord, 
too, is to be invoked, that all the horrors may 
revel at the same time inthe same infernal dance. 

Mr. President, let us suppose for a moment 
that abolition is accomplished; that its triumph 
has been gratefully celebrated by a grand liba- 
tion of the blood of every slaveholder; that the 
meek eyes of its advocates are glittering with sat- 
isfaction over the blighted fields and smoking 
ruins of a fiery desolation—and then ask, what is 
gained? Ay, sir, that is a pregnant question, 
which the country may well heed. 

I will not speak of the dissipation of the sublime 
idea of a great and just Republic of eonfederated 
States covering a continent; I will not speak of | 
the annihilation of a nascent power looming up 
into such vast proportions that its shadow already 
eovers the civilized earth; nor of the abandonment 
ofa high and holy trust; nor of the injustice to the 
unborn millions that may follow; nor of the hoarse 
jeers of reassured despotism when we prove the | 
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throne. In the center of the world, reposing on Again: 
| conscious strength, without a rival or the fear of | 


_ questioned power. Such would be the second re- | 
_inance of Engiish commerce, the overshadowing, 
_ overwhelming power of that mighty Empire. Sir, 


the anti-slavery party tend. || 


slaves in the United States would not now be an | 


|| tury have led the way in that policy. Theirexam- 


incapacity of even civilized man for self-govern- 


ment. These are the themes of the orator, and 
to the orator [leave them. In this practical day, 
1 will address inyself to more material considera- | 
tions. 
Who, then, will be benefited by the abolition of 
slavery in the United States? No man, woman, | 
or child, of any race, or of any condition. Ifany 
benefit can result from such an achievement, it 
will redound to the interest of foreign people and | 


pril 9, 


ingly Set forth ) 


cipation at once became universal: what then || a very able and eminent writer, from whom I wil 


would be the result? Great Britain, with her skill, || make some citations: 


capital, energy, perseverance, and intelligence, « During [said McQueen] the fe 


: ; r 5 ° rful stru 

commanding such vast regions in Africa, Asia, || ter of a century, for her existence as a ugele of a quar. 
the East and West Indies, so well adapted to trop- || power and resources of Europe, directed yee the 
ical productions, would command them all. Un- || 'igest but remorseless military ambition against ber, the 


der the influence of enhanced price and diminished Woes conte on ten was zone, and the ag. 


supply. she would be able so to stimulate and es- || Britain the power and the resources which’ BAVE to Great 
vl 


ch e 

tablish her system of slavery—her system of free || meet, to combat, and to overcome her numerous mine 

labor, as she calls it, but oer in fact—as to | less enemies on every battle-field, whether by sea or by sce 
all 


: : throu tthe world. [ An, 
give her a virtual monopoly of all those produc- || fable ot plant of aatientty. Wie a” fealized the 
tons That would enable her to retrieve the blun- || grasped her foes in every region under heay ie 


en 
ders of the past, and would replace her upon the || them with resistiess energy.” 7 and crushed 


“The increased cultivation and prozper 
| tropical possessions is become so qrent so ane 
so rapidly the power and resources of other nati “8 
these are embarrassing this country (England) in ne 
commercial relations, in her pecuniary resources _ 
| all her political relations and negotiations.” vand a 


Under this state of affairs, the English people 


sult of the abolition of slavery. It redounds to |, the English statesman, became very keenly alive 


the establishment of English power, the predom- || to the disadvantages they had suffered by this] 
snag gis de dl } and looked about for means to remedy the evile 
} 


which they had produced. I quote again from 


that is the second result to which the efforts of || Mr. McQueen: 

“ig” * * * * “ the cultivation ofthe 

Mr. President, it is well to see what has been || Sits aneted ooking eetnt ‘opposed and checked 

done on this subject. The emancipation of the || of such States will rise into a preponderance over thors 
Great Britain, and the power and the influence of the latter 

will cease to be felt, feared, and respected, amongst the 

civilized and powerful nations of the world.” 


rivalry, she would again stretch her scepter through 
the earth and dominate the globe. The other 
countries of the world, and the United States more 
especially, dwarfed and humiliated, must thence- 
forth move at her will beneath the shadow of un- | 








it 





. . . . . | 
experiment with us, Other nations in this cen- | 


ple is before us for warning and instruction. If | These citations from Mr. McQueen are taken 
we are among those who cannot learn by expe- | from a recent publication on colonization, by Dr, 


rience, we must be given over to impending de- || Christy. 


struction. It is curious to observe how plainly |} Howto oppose and check the cultivation of the 
written are the lessons of the past. Let us see || tropical territories of other Powers, and increase 
what classes of persons, what arguments, what || her own, became a question of prime importance 
philosophy influenced the British Parliament thir- || This could be done either by an increase of chean 
ty years ago to abolish slavery in the West Indies. || labor from abroad, or by increasing to the suff- 
I ask leave to read from British authority—from || cient extent the productions of the labor alread 
the London Quarterly Review of 1831: there.. To reopen the African slave trade with 
“« But the bulk of them really know nothing of the diffi- || England was impossible, and voluntary immigra- 
culties with which the subject is surrounded. They are |! tion from other countries could not be expected, 
ae ee eee || The only resource left, therefore, was the in- 
Soaineianhae sales when under the control of knowledge | creased production, to a sufficient extent, of the 
and diseretion ; but, when deprived of this salutary restraint, || laborers already there. This expectation pro- 
are among the most fallacious guides it is possible to follow. || ceeded on the absurd idea that one free negro 


They conceive it to be their duty, at all hazards, to rescue | e more t two slaves : 
the African, whom they invariably paint to themselves as || would produc more than laves. The sum 


| mild, tractable, and industrious, out of the hands ofa master | ulus of wages was to effect the result. But con- 


who is always represented as inhuman and oppressive ; and || nected with this was the overcunning idea that, by 
imagine that as soon as the fiat of manumission shall have || proving slavery to be a great ‘‘ economic error,” 


issued from the British Senate, the work of mercy will be | : : 
periect, and the reign of peace and happiness will begin. the other Powers of the earth would abolish sla 


From the whole tenor of their words and action, it is evi- || VCTY everywhere, and Great Britain be thus en- 
dent that they neither know the facts, nor understand the || abled to retrieve the blunders which she had com- 





_ grounds, upon which their opinions ought to be founded; |; mitted, and regain the predominanee which she 


| lators, they stir up and promote innovations of which they : 
. . ; a | are qualified neither by their habits nor by their acquire- consummated in 1838. The first fruits of that 
foreign power. Yes, sir, wittingly or unwittingly, || 


the anti-slavery party of this day is laboring for || 


the interests of foreign power and people, and | 
against the interests of every laborer in the United 
States, free or slave, North or South, as I will 
atiempt to show. 

If abolition be confined to the United States, 
what will be the result? The first result will be 
such an enhanced price of the productions of slave 


labor elsewhere, consequent on the diminished || 


supply, that those States then retaining slavery 
would bound forward with such power and pros- | 
perity as would be without a parallel, except in | 
the instance of this country and a few others at 
the time England passed her emancipation act. 
Cuba and Brazil would be the beneficiaries of the 


first result. Under the combined influence of en- |! 


hanced price and diminished supply there would | 
follow ademand for more and cheap labor; the Af- | 
rican slave trade would be reopened, for, finderthe | 
condition of things which would exist on the aboli- | 
tion of slavery here, I doubt if there exists power | 
enough in the world, even if the world were in- | 
clined to exert it, either to’suppress or diminish it. | 
Itis most probable that, undersuch circumstances, | 


and the necessities of the world, even Central || the race emancipated. 


America and South America would be brought to 
the adoption of the system of African slavery. If 


that should be done, it would strike down the | 


} 
j 
i 


| 


} 


iy preeminence ef this Confederacy, and trans- |, 


er the power of the continent furtheggouth. The | 
first result then would be for the benefit of Spain | 
and Brazil, or other countries having this insti- 
tution, silos ait 

ut suppege that, under the combi ure 
of' the other civilised powers pf the earth, Spain 


| 


and, like many other well meaning, but incompetent legis- had lost. Hence the emancipation act, which was 


ments to foresee the consequences, immediate or ultimate, 

“ Next to these, we may advert to a small but compact 
phalanx of politicians, who affect a deep interest in the 
state of the negroes in the West Indies, and make common 


act are strikingly exhibited in the following table 
showing the condition of the islands, the exports 
in the several years of slavery, apprenticeship, and 





|| cause with the Aeianion, be order that they may be ush- freedom: 


lic favor upon their shoulders. 
regarded as a kind of stock in 








ered into public place or 
With them slavery may 














trade, and the woes of the sons of Africa are valuable—ut 3 S ? = 2 
s placeant, et declamatio fiat. On the hustings at elec- & Sarg & | 
tions, in halls and societies, at forenoon meetings, and in < Soe & 3 \ 
taverns, when toasts and speeches begin after dinner, - z 2 8 e i 
searcely a single opportunity offers in which some orator 2 > hee 2 | 
or other does not introduce the negroes, for the sole pur- = > spat 3 l 
pose of gaining the votes or favor of men infinitely better = a ee 2 I 
than himself, and with whose siimplicity and credulity, as g aa Pad a | 
soon as he has taken his departure, he is delighted to make | - HPO > i 
himself merry with his friends and associates.’’—Quar- || 5 8s é | 
terly Review for 1831, vol. 45, p. 212. 2 : l 
Such, Mr. President, was a description of the : : a 
anti-slavery party,in 1831, in England. Although 3 ee 
it is mild in phrase, soft in coloring, yet it is clear : | ‘ o hap li 
and comprehensive in outline. How far itis a =. | & & 8 as. il 
correct portraiture of the anti-slavery party of this tn : een. 
day, I leave to the world to determine; but this I S g f s gees 
will say, that the party now is far less excusable, 3 & 8 = “BES 
because it has had the benefit of experience, in ED. ee 
the example of a fatal experiment. tus now es 3 | 2&5 
see what this party did for England, and what for 5 Sz g oe B 2 
: . -< < i Es =e—s 
Anterior to the year 1808, Great Britain had the 8 gs $3335 
command of the productions of the tropical re- $ = 3 z FSee 
ions. Inthat year she abolished the slave trade. 4. E =" e536 
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he diminution of cheap and abundant labor thus 

roduced, lost her thatcommand. Spain and Por- 
seizeg | ae and ee eprntes the 
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These tables show a decrease in all the colonies, 
Trinidad and Jamaica particularly. In the case of 
aica we have a more striking example. Aftera 
= 4 of twenty-two years of freedom, and after 
ali the efforts of the mother country in favor of 
ianters of that colony, to stimulate the free 
he a to production, we have the result of the 
- product now, diminished a little from what 
oni 1839—the year after the emancipation of 
oe a. as time passed on, this insufficiency 
and comparative decadence of free labor was made 
more and more apparent, as { have tables here to 
show; but I will not fatigue the Senate by reading 
anything except such matters as | desire to group 
fom them, for the purpose of sustaining the argu- 
ment. I hav@ caused to be prepared with great 
care, from reliable sources, an from one thor- 
oughly conversant with this branch of knowledge, 
a complete statistical table, showing the whole 
relations of this subject, which I will append to 
my remarks. ; 

Thus, Mr. President, the theory so pompously 
postulated, of the superiority of free-negro labor 
over that of the slave, was exploded. I[t proved 
a signal failure. ‘Then resort was had to appren- 
tices and coolies—a system cruel, and far less 
excusable than the one which existed before the 
emancipation of the African slaves in the colonies. 
Torepair the mischiefs occasioned under the impul- 
sions of a false philanthropy, the British Govern- 
ment blundered still further into measures which 
served only to aggravate the evil. For that pur- 

ose, it gave a fhonopoly to the free-grown sugar 
of the West India Islands, in order that the piant- 
ers might be able to give higher wages to their free 
negroes, and thus stimulate the negroes to greater 
production. But, sir, this failed. The only effect 
was an enormous and unnecessary tax upon the 


English people; and, according to the authority | 


of Mr. Porter in his work entitled ‘*‘ Progress of 
the Nation,’ the increased cost on account of the 
diminished supply, to the people of England in 
asingle year, for the sugar they consumed, was 
over twenty-five million dollars; and in six years 
itamounted to about fifty million. This is a preg- 
nant fact, and I shall have occasion again to ad- 
vert to it. 

It is now conceded, by all who have- examined 
this subject with any impartiality, that the aboli- 
tion or emancipation of slaves in the West India 
Islands has proved most disastrous in its effects 
upon the commercial predominance of the British 
empire. In fact, England is now dependant 
mainly on the slave labor of other nations for her 
supply of all those tropical productions which she 
had before, almost without competition, furnished 
to the various markets of the world. 

This much, Mr. President, has it done for Eng- 
land. Now let us see what abolition will do for 
the slaves emancipated, by showing what it has 
done. I beg leave to read an extract on that point. 
This extract is from a colonial magazine in the 
“Gazetteer of the World:” a description of the 
people of Hayti under the black Emperor. I will 
thank ny friend to read it for me. 

Mr. WIGFALL read as follows: 


“So jealous are the swarthy inhabitants of those rights 
Which they have acquired, that every white man is viewed 
With suspicion ; and, to prevent his gaining any degree of 
Superiority, he is placed under a variety of disabilities. 
‘ hite men may reside on the island, but they are expressly 
orbidden to purchase land, or even to inherit any such per- 
sanent property, in what manner soever it might have been 
cienbed. A white merchant may import cargoes, and 

P them off to other islands ; but the produce of the coun- 
saan placed under an interdiction, and secured from his 
labor lowed touch. He may procure a livelihood by his 

1s bee the merchandise which he is permitted to im- 

ae ue dares not sell as a retailer. He is viewed asa being 
is degraded from his forfeited rank in society ; and the 

on = of his father’s slaves exact from him that hom- 
-s h his progenitors once extorted from their ances- 
otnes eae the lower orders the intercourse between the 
medetieee promiscuous ; not one, scarcely, out of a 
as many wae anything about - Foraman tohave 
Y women as hie can procure, is tolerated by law and 
hordes ned bY established custom. these domestic 
Genune frequently ; and when they occur, 
Women and et his departure indifference, leaving the 
children to load hia memory with 


’ 











| driving away the remaining whites. 














and to provide for their own sup 
by law for the maintenance of the poor ; and this furnishes 
a reason why legislative authority has neve 
these departments of domestic life. Residing in a climate 
which seems congenial to demi-nakedness, they view cloth- 
ing as an article of subordinate consideration ; and while 
they can procure plantains and a little fish, they feel but 
little solicitude for other food. In this state of indolent 
tranquillity and moral depravity 


t ravity, bearing a striking resem- 
blance to that of the aboriginal inhabitants, many thou- 


sands spend their days with but very few anticipations either | 


of time or eternity. Among the higher orders vice has not 
resigned her dominion ; polygamy is not considered as dis- 


honorable, and other modes of life are scarcely branded with | 


the name of sensuality.’’ 


Mr. CHESNUT. I will ask leave also to sub- 
mit information which I have procured from those 
having charge of the commercial relations of the 
country as to the cohdition of Jamaica, showing 
= condition of the free negroes there, as fol- 
ows: 


‘* Tt appears that the colored people are not satisfied with | 


| 


port. No provision is made | 


|| and industry, that [ was compelled to bring from Kingston 


es || a horse loaded with American corn, intended for the food 
r interposed in | 
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of the animal on which [ rode, &s well as his own consump- 
tion.” * * . * . * * *. . 


*“ This island, like Trinidad and British Guiana, {s about 
to set on foota plan of immigration from India, a rha 
China, in order to supply the deficiency of labor suffered y 
agriculturists. There could not be a better tofthe worth- 
lessness of the negro asa free laborer. No such deficiency 
existed prior to the emancipation, although twice the num- 
ber of estates now worked were then in full cultivation 
and although the present agricultural and other industrial 
products of the island are buta third of what they then 
were. You will understand the cause of the deficiency of 
labor now unquestionably existing, when informed that the 
laborers of the plantations have not yet turned out for work 
since the first of the month, having been all this time en- 


|| gaged in celebrating the anniversary holidays of their eman- 


a bare equality of civil and political rights, but aspire to | 


their exclusive enjoyment. 
lands by free sale and purchase, and by squatting on tracts 
which twenty years ago were valuable plantations, though 
now abandoned to the first comer, they wish to force the 
proprietors of the estates still under cultivation to dispose 
of the remains of their property exclusively in favor of the 
‘ colored sons of the soil ; menacing the colony, in the event 
of continued recusancy, with the fate of Hayti. 

“ For many years the negroes have enjoyed all those ad 
vantages over the whites, which are the unavoidable result 
of their numerical superiority in a country governed under 
a very liberal representative constitution. 
mulattoes fill a majority of public offices; and if there are 
still some of the most important places held by whites, itis, 
in some cases, because the incumbents date from a period 


Not content with acquiring || 


Negroes and | 


antecedent to the emancipation ; and in others, because in- | 


dividuals of the fashionable color, with anything like the 
indispensable qualifications of a mental character, are not 
readily found. Whenever they do possess some education 
and ability they obtain a preference. I do not say that this 
is the deliberate policy of the British Government and its 
representatives here. It may well be the natural conse- 
quence of the predominance of the colored people at the 
hustings and in the Legislature—the colonial government 
being whatis here called ‘ parliamentary.’ 

**'The little influence and respectability retained by the 


whites being derived from their superior wealth and intelli- | 


gence, the Jeading spirits among the ‘ colored party’ have 


always endeavored to effect the overthrow of the former at | 


the expense of the agricultural and commercial interests of 
the island; and, With that view, have either legislated 


against property, or refused to legislate when protection | 


was required, and as magistrates, have used all their au- | 


thority in favor of vagrancy and crime; all in the hope of 
In the fulfillment of 
this scheme their progress has been wonderful, yet too 
gradual to comport with their impatience. Its originators 
are growing old, and some of them, like Moses, have died 


before entering the promised land. A number of whites still | 
cling to their professions here, as drowning wretches catch | 


at straws. Hence the wrath of the colored politicians, 
which occasionally swells too high to be restrained by pru- 
dentiai considerations.”’ * * * * * * 

“T wish it were in my power in a few words, without 
dwelling too long on a most unpleasant subject, to convey 
to you an adequate idea of the poverty, misery, and degra- 
dation which the emancipation of the slaves has brougit 
upon a country which the anti-slavery papers in the United 
States basely represent as an example for emulation. I 
cannot think of these shameless falsehoods without feeling 
an indigaation which it would ill become me to express in 
adequate language,” * * . . “T am 
induced to bringthe subject before the Department by ob- 
serving in the colonial newspapers, extracts from some 
anti-slavery publication respecting Jamaica, which have re- 
cently appeared in the United States. 

** Nothing can be more untrue than the supposition that 
the idle, dissolute, and criminal population of Kingston 
pregents an unfavorable contrast to that of the country. 


“In the interior, where the whites are thinly scattered, | 


the police insufficient, where example for good is wanting, 
where the means of subsistence for man in his savage state 
is abundantly provided by the liberal hand of nature, the 
negroes give themselves up to African idleness, obscenity, 
and vice, without the shadow of restraint which exists in 


carelessness, is gradually felling their numbers.”’ 
‘¢ [ have just returned from a visit in the parish of Met- 
calfe, one of the most fertile, and once one of the most 


cipation, and that, after last Christmas, no work was done 
on the plantations until the middle of February. By the 
last-mentioned holidays, the planters, it is estimated, lost 
a fourth of their crops, owing to the diminution of saccha- 
rine matter in the canes and the ravages of the cane rats. 

* The traveler who lands in any of the seaport towns of 
Jamaica finds a collection of ruins whose extent alone in- 
dicates the seat of former prosperity. 

“These traces of civilization are gradually disappearing in 
a jungle composed of the cactus opuntia, the gigantic cactus 
tuna, called by the Spaniards Higuero del de monio, or 
‘fighter of the Devil,’ and the equally formidable acacia 
tortuosa. Fortunately, we have no beast of prey in the 
Island, and these jungles harbor nothing worse than flocks 
of Vultures and the legion of unclean spirits generated by 
malaria. Amidst this desolation swarms a populace of ne- 


| groes whese filthy looks and habits, idleness, open vice 


noisy and demonstrative obscenity, beggar description, and 
cannot even be conceived by those who have not visited 
Jamaica. The authorities punish thefts and violent crimes 
when these are brought to light; but with these exceptions, 
there is no restraint on the brutal propensities of the lower 
classes. White females living here must accustom them- 
selves to sights and language which, in America, men would 
scarcely tolerate. 

** The main edible resource of our idle population is the 
fruit of the mango—mangifera indica—which grows wild 
now in every part of the island, not above an altitude of 
two thousand feet, although its first introduction here is 
within the memory of many old persons. 

** in the mango season, the lands belonging to the Duke 


| of Buckingham, at lope, which twenty years ago were a 


magnificent sugar estate, supply the means of sustaining an 
indolent, yet miserable destitute existence. The owner of 
a large estate near Kingston some years ago destroyed all 
the mango trees on his lands in the hope that, deprived of 
this mainstay of idleness, his tenantry would be compelled 
by necessity to earn a little money. 

‘* The mango season is followed by that of the sweet-sap 
—annona sgquamosa—whicl also, mést unhappily, affords 


| the means of indulging in the idleness, which the negro 


“state of the inhabitants of this island. 


seems to cherish above every other sensual enjoyment. 

‘*Such are the free citizens; or rather, I should say, this 
is a feeble attempt to convey to you an idea of the dégraded 
It is wonderful to 
what an extent the public mind in England and in America 
is deceived with respect to the result of negro emancipa- 
tion, notwithstanding the notorious decadence of this col- 
ony, in an economic pointof view.” * * * * “The 
ruin of colonial agriculture and trade is denied whenever 
the class addressed is sufficiently ignorant to swallow the 
falsehood ; or, when a part of the truth is already known, 
artfully imputed to the whites. 

**No candid person, evey the nfost inveterate general- 
izer, Who scorns to conden question from an economi- 
cal point of view, could remain attached to the anti-slavery 
party after a visit to Jamaica. He would learn trom be- 
holding the result of British interference in the affairs of 
this country, the prudence of leaving to those communities 
which suffer, or suppose to suffer, under bad institutions, 
the exclusive care of providing a remedy in accordance 


| with their experience.”’ 


Mr. CHESNUT. Now, Mr. President, by 
way of accumulation of evidence against the wis- 
dom and humanity of the anti-slavery party in 
their efforts, I beg leave also to read a portion of 
a communication from Tunis, dated June 26, 


| 1859: 


flourishing agricultural districts of the island. I spent some | 
days on what was once acoffee plantation, producing from || 


seventy to one hundred hogsheads of coffee. It is now 
overgrown with wood and almost impenetrable jungle, the 
exuberant production of a fertile soil abandoned to the cul- 
ture of nature.”? . * r * ® * 

« From the property referred to may be seen coffee plan- 
tations, or rather the ruined mansions of five abandoned 


coffee plantations, which once gave an income to their re- | 
spective owners of from two to five thousand pounds a | 


year. Nota coffee tree is now cultivated in the district; 
the ee have gone ; some of them are in great poverty 
in 


ngland ; some have died beggars; and others have left | 


the country, or sunk into obscurity somewhere—no “one 
knows what has become of them. 

«“ Their successors, the negroes, with abundance of the 
finest possible soil around them, which they can cultivate 
for their own profit, live in squalid idleness, preferring to 
sleep in the sun and satisfy the cravings of hunger with 
wild fruits, to the easy labor required for the cultivation of 
garden vegetables—articles now in great demand, at high 
prices, in the towns. Such is the dearth there, of every 
article requiring the most trifling exertion of forethought 


“ Perhaps there is no country besides this, wherein so 


|| much misery exists—at least one half the popualation (one 
towns; and disease, the consequence of their crimes and 


million) are miserably fed and clothed, yet the poor aro 
taxed the same as the rich, to pay which often a hundred fold 
is taken; or when no property, the bastinado, and prison 
starvation, must be theirlot. Yet the philanthropist has trav- 
ersed this land, shut his eyes to the miseries of his own 
color, and havin taken the negro to his special keeping— 
prevailed upon the Bey to abolish slavery, and atone dash 


| thousands of human beings have been cast into a state of 


wretchedness and want, who were unacquainted with it 


| before; and thousands, too, added to the already naked, 


hungry, and houseless millions. Having accomplished this 
much, the philanthropist took his flight, perhaps to America, 
where, in his fanaticism, he may make more wretched the 
condition of the negro.”’ 

Thus, Mr. President, thrice have we seen the 
foul fiend appear. In contempt of human expe- 
rience, and in mockery of Divine authority, it 
comes with words of angelic grace upon its lips, 
and the flaming fires of hell in its hands. Where- 
soever it touches the earth, blight and desolation « 
mark its train. Bright promises always herald 
its advent; but the echo of its departing footsteps 
ever mingles with the rising wail of human woe. 
When will vain man be taught by experience? or 
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impious ignorance bow to the wisdom of God's 
decrees? 
Mr. President, we have seen what this spirit 








has accomplished for England; what it has ac- | 


complished for the race emancipated. Now let 
us see what it would do for the United States if 
the anti-slavery party can succeed. Let us re- 
gard this matter in relation to the northern States— 


mercial aspect, and then in its effects on the indus- 
trial classes, the honest, hard-working men and 
women of the country. 

I find from official authority that the exports of 
theountry in the year 1859, were $278,392,082. 
Of these, the 


Free States furnished exclusively............. $5,281 ,091 
Free and slave States together.............04+ 34,417,493 
Slave States exclusively........ssceseesesees 278,392,080 








It is stated that one third of that eighty-four | 


million justly belongs and should be credited to 


slave labor, or to the slave States, as they are | 


| 
i 


called. Thus the value of the exports for the | 
year 1859, from the slaveholding States, would be 


over two hundred million dollars. 

The commercial and navigating interest of the 
country, which is almost entirely at the North, 
feeds, lives, and fattens on these exports. To 
what extent these branches of industry are in- 
volved, would be a question of interest to those 


who are concerned. But, sir, in times past—in | 


1788—there were some wise men in New England, 
as there are some now. They understood this 
business; and I will ask to read from the debates 
of the Massachusetts convention, showing to what 
extent they regarded their interest involved in the 
carrying of the southern productions. I will ask 


volume 2. 


Mr. WIGPALL read, as follows: 


** Butitis not onlyour coasting trade—our whole commerce || 


is going toruin. Congress has not had power to make even 
a trade law, which shall confine the importation of foreign 
4 to the ships of the producing or consuming country. 
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'| to the South, or if you include the West, with 


another $50,000,000, you have $200,000,000 that 
the northern States ash cnaalty to the South, the 
slave States, which slave labor enables them to 
buy. Add, also, the profits of the coasting trade, 


| which are very great, and of which the North has 
} a mono 
| $50,000, 


the free States as they are called—first in a com- | 


oly, and then superadd the bonus of 

annually -which is derived from the 
imposition of tarifis upon us, which enhances the 
price of their manufactures to that amount, and 
you may have some conception of the importance 
of slavery and of the South to the aaete of the 
North. 

Destroy these resources, and what becomes of 
the shipping, manufacturing, mercantile parts of 
your States, and of the vastimterests dependent on 
them ? One cannot fail to see at a glance. Now let 


| us regard its effects on the industrial classes, indi- 


| 
| 


| 


| 
i 
| 
j 


|| to supply the wants of the country, and would | 


| 


| 


f we bad such a law, we should not go to England for the | 


goods of other nations; nor would British vessels be the 
earriers of American produce from our sister States. fn 
the States southward of the Delaware, it is agreed that three 
fourths of the produce are exported, and three fourths of 
the returns are made, in British vessels. It is said that for 


pxporting timber, one half the property goes to the carrier; | 
and of the produce in general, it has been computed that, | 


when it is shipped for London from a southern State to the 
value of $),000,000, the British merchant draws from that 
sum $300,000 under the names of freight and charges. This 
is money which belongs to the New England States, be- 
eause we can furnish the ships as well as and much better 
than the British.’’—E2vtract from the speech of Mr. Dawes, 


in the Massachusetts convention, Elliott’s Debates on the Fed- | 


eral Constitution, vol. 2, p. 58. 


Mr. CHESNU®. Also ashort extract from 
the speech of Mr. Philips$a member from Boston: 
** But we see the situation we are in. We are verging 
towards destruction, and every one must be sensible of it. 
I suppose the New England States have a treasure offered 
to them better than the mines of Peru; and it cannot be to 


the disadvantage of the southern States. Great Britain and | 


France come here with their vessels, instead of our carry- 
ing our produce to those countries in American vessels, 
navigated by our citizens. When I consider the extensive 
sea-coast there is to this State alone, so well calculated for 
aan viewing matters in this light, I would rather 
sink ail this continent owes me, than this power should be 
witbheld from Congress.’’—Ibid., p. 67. 


There was a Mr. Russell in that convention, 
who seemed to have a aay ar conception of 
the benefits of this trade. After showing that the 
carrying trade would increase the navigation in- 
terests of New England, furnish a nursery of sea- 
men, give employment to the people, &c., 

“These (he said) were some of the blessings he antici- 
pated from the adoption of the Federal Censtitution ; and 
so convinced was he of its utility and necessity, that while 
he wished that, on the grand question being put, there 
might not be one dissenting voice, if he was allowed, he 
would hold up both hands in favor of it; and he concluded, 
if his left hand was unwilling to be extended with his right, 
in this all-important decision, he would cut it off as un- 


worthy of him, and lest it should infect his whole body.” 


—Tbid., pp. 139, 140. 
if you take the estimate furnished by Mr. 
Dawes, of one third, you would have as the profit 
of freights some sixty-six million dollars annu- 
ally; but this is too large, for the North would 
not get itall. I have a closer and more correct 
.estimate, which shows that the freight for the ex- 
portation of the produce of slaye labor by the 
ships of the North amounts to $36,000,000 annu- 
ally. If you add the $150,000,000 in value which 
the northern States sel] in mapufactured articles 








vidually, the honest hard-working men and women 
of the country. There are three articles of trop- 
ical production, chiefly of slave labor, which touch 
very closely the necessities and comforts of the 
laboring people of this country; and those are 
sugar, coffee, and cotton, The sugar consumed 
in the United States for the fiscal year 1858-59, 
was— 
Of cane, by slave labor....... «++ 950,697,863 lbs. 

“6 by free labor.......... ooo. 42,153,017 + 
Domestic maple, and from Pa- 

79,520,000 * 


Cific, (free)......coscccscenncoeesos 
1,072,370,880 * 
Strike off slave-grown sugar.. 950,697,863 “ 
And there will be left.............. 121,683,017 ‘ 


£, mee | be about one tenth of the necessar uantity. 
my friend to read for me from Elliot’s Debates, || 7 . y y 


Nearly two thirds of this would be maple sugar. 
But if we regard the cane sugar alone—which is 
that chiefly fit for general use—and strike out that 
produced by slave labor, you will have about one 


| twenty-fifth the quantity left in the country to 


| 





“or its demand. 


hat effect that would have upon the enhanced 
price of this articlé, which has become such a ne- 
cessity, as wellasa mae to the people, and how 
far it would be put out of the reach of the poor and 
laboring man, one may well imagine.- We may 
form some idea, however, by referring to the con- 
dition of England in 1840. I quote from Porter’s 
Progress of the Nation, page 547: 

“The cost to the people of this country [England] of the 
differential duty on ae imposed for the benefit of the 
English sugar colonies, become extremely burdensome. 
The cost, exclusive of duty, of three million seven hundred 
and sixty-four thousand seven hundred and ten hundred 


| weight retained for consumption in 1840, was £9,156,872, if 
| calculated at the Gazette average prices. The cost of alike 


quantity of Brazil or Havana sugar, of equal quality, would 
have been £4,141,181; and, consequently, we paid in one 
year £5,015,691 (over twenty-five million dollars) more 
than the price which the inhabitants of other countries in 
Europe would have paid for an er quantity of sugar. This, 
however, is an extreme view of the case. If our markets 
had been open at one rate of duty to the om of all coun- 
tries, the price of foreign sugar would have been somewhat 
raised, while that from the British possessions would have 
been lowered ; but it may be confidently said that, even in 
that case, the saving would have been more than four mill- 
ions of money.”’ 

Thus, on a diminution of about one eighth of the 
supply, the cost was more than double. What 
the cost or increase of price would be with onl 
one twenty-fifth of the supply in the country, 
leave Senators to imagine. _ > 

The article of coffee furnishes a condition of 
things not less striking. — $ 

The amount produced in the world, in the year 
1859, was— 

From slave labor...............422,000,000 Ibs. 

From free labor.................320,000,000 


Tortal........000.0000000+0+442,000,000 

Amount of coffee consumed in the United States, 
in 1859, 223,882,850 Ibs.; say, one third less than 
the whole production of free labor. Strike out the 
production of slave labor, and you leave a little 
more than enough to supply one single country. 
What would be the price of coffee, occasioned by 
a diminished supply of more than one half? Sen- 
ators may well imagine, from what I have said in 
relation to the condition of affairs in England, in 
1840, touching the cost of =—_. Those two ar- 
ticles may then be considered as beyond the reach 
of the every-day and hard laborer, when you 
abandon the preincta of slave labor. 





pr 


il 9 

. —— 
In relation to cotton, it is still more strikin. | 
The amount produced in the world in] 
not including local consumption, exce t in th. 
United States, was, by slave labor: the 


iking. 


United States........scersseersesseseeose.3 as. 
Brazil OPALOPONE SO COSODS DECC ODOC OL LEder de cece es 125,009 
c—s 

By free labor: 3,976,481 


East Indies.........10000000.. 510,000 
Sw ennitinhlb spacey 


SE NE cecctncsetasestionns 7,000 
——— 618,00 
——— es 
We csicovonnetnssteninincescacténesees,... 4,614, 43) 
Consumption for same period: ee 
Unite States, north of Virginia......... 760,218 
Elsewhere in United States................ 167,433 
927,651 


The remainder is consumed in other paris of 
the world. her parts ef 

Strike off that produced by slave labor, and the 
supply will not\be sufficient even for the northern 
market. 

Then strike out this article of cotton, with which 
shivering humanity is enabled to clothe itself 
abundantly with decency and cheapness, and 
cease to consume the seven hundred and fifi 
thousand bales in your factories in the North, and 
thereby destroy the investments for that purpose 
by which you are enabled to make profits an pay 
wages to the thousands dependent on them, and 
what becomes of the power, the prosperity, the 
respectability of your States? Your commerce 
gone, your ships decayed, your, industry para- 
lyzed, your people unemployed, or, if employed 
at all, pressed to the maximum of labor with the 
minimum of wages, and thus deprived of the easy 
means of procuring the necessities and comforis 
of life: cursed by fanaticism, anarchy and deso- 
lation comes upon you; ruin, grim ruin, glares 
over your unhappy land—and why? Why do the 
anti-slavery party purspe a course so remorseless 
and destructive? Is it because slavery isa sin’ 
Sir, it does not concern them under the provisions 
of our Constitution; they have naught to do with 
it; their intermeddling is self-righteous and insuf- 
ferable; but if it be a sin, it concerns us much. 
I meet them upon the highest ground. Why is 
itasin? Do you say it is against the law of na- 
ture, which is the will of God? How do yougetat 
the will of God in this particular? Do you go to 
His revealed word ? Then I say to you, search the 
Scriptures, for they were written for your instruc- 
tion, and if you pursue your inquiries ina spirit of 
truth, [have no doubt that your philosophy willbe 
mended, and that your country and the world will 
be greatly benefited by your conversion. Con- 
sider the theocracy of the Jews, and the institu- 
tion of slavery under it. But do you take refuge 
in the new dispensation? I say to you again, 
search the Scriptures,and among the other num- 
berless things that you there will find! 
commend to your consideration the case of Ones- 
imus, in the hands of the Apostle Paul. Butif 

ou go outside of the revealed word and say you 

ook for it in the laws of nature, then I know of 
but one mode in moral questions by which you 
can arrive atit. God wills the happiness of man- 
kind. Any human institution or human action 
which destroys the happiness of mankind 's 
against the will of God. Any human institution 
or human action which promotes the ee of 
mankind is in accordance with His will and re- 
ceives hissanction. Thus the question 1s narrowe 
between us. Does the institution of slavery ™ 
these States destroy the ha ae of mankind? 
ae cities wee on it; it he s your oe . 
ights your ships; it whitens every sea 

pa of your pe te Tord loys the idle, feeds 
the hungry, clothes the ahod. ommerce, eavil- 
ization, and Christianity, go hand in hand, ° 
their conjoint efforts receive their chief earthly 
pulse from this reviled institution. sO 

But you say, “I leave out of the considerate 
the happiness of the raceenslaved.”” By no means 
It is an im element of the moral argumet 
I point you to Hayti; I point you to Jamaica; 
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